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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


2 Week ending December 6,2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 







Kent on Sunday 


WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 


* \ 1 


Sister title of KENTLlf 


eortNtncv London and South of England Media Awards 

www.kentnews.co.uk 


Transforming buildings 
is a win-win for us all 


IT IS the easiest thing in the world to 
assume the county’s housing 
problems are being tackled purely by 
the relentless building of new homes 
on our green and pleasant land. 

What’s more, it’s hard to escape 
that theory when you look at the rate 
of change in almost all our towns, 
and indeed villages, over recent years. 

But sometimes there are projects 
which seek to deliver the same goal 
but rather than, in the views of 
many, spoiling our landscapes, they 
actually enhance them. 

No Use Empty tackles exactly 
what it says on the tin. It teams jjf 
up with owners of properties f 

that have stood deserted for 
months and transforms them 
for the greater good. Eyesores 
are made landmarks, 
run-down sites made homes. 

Everyone benefits. 

Inside this edition we 
take a look at the 
project as it 
celebrates its 10th 
anniversary. So 



successful it has become, in fact, that it 
has sold both the concept and 
branding to other parts of the country. 

And if you’re still thinking ‘well 
that doesn’t imapct on me’ well just 
consider that for each building turned 
into homes, it means a corresponding 
reduction in the number of new 
homes built elsewhere. And that is 
something few will argue against. 

On a more sombre note, the debate 
over air attacks on Syria has raged 
all week and will continue to do so. 
It’s not often you feel a sympathy for 
our MPs, but the argument both for 
and against the motion were 
compelling and many found 
they sought a combination of 
options not on the table. It’s 
easy for us to come to our own 
conclusions, but the ones they 
reach are a question of life or 
death. And that was reflected in 
the quandry many found 
themselves in, We 
take a look at 
their views 
inside. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Rail commuters to face 
1 per cent fare increase 



TRAVEL: Prices are still going up...but nowhere near the scale of recent years 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


SOUTHEASTERN passengers are set 
to face a rail fare price hike of just 
one per cent next year - the smallest 
annual increase for six years. 

Kent commuters will see average 
fares rise slightly below the 1.1 per 
cent average rise announced on 
Friday by the Rail Delivery Group, 
which represents train operators 
and rail infrastructure firm 
Network Rail. 

The government has imposed a 
one per cent rise in regulated fares 
- which include season tickets and 
peak time travel. The 1.1 per cent 
rise is the national average across 
all train operating companies. 

The new prices come into effect 
onJanuary 2. 

Paul Plummer, chief executive of 
the Rail Delivery Group, said: “We 
know that nobody likes to pay 
more to travel by train, especially 
to get to work, and at 1.1 per cent 
this is the smallest average 
increase in fares for six years. 

“On average 97p in every pound 
from fares is spent on trains, staff 
and other running costs. With 
passenger numbers doubling in the 


last 20 years, money from fares 
now almost covers the railway’s 
day-to-day operating costs. 

“This allows government to 
focus its funding on building a 
bigger, better network when the 
railway is becoming increasingly 
important at driving economic 
growth, underpinning jobs, and 
connecting friends and families.” 

A spokesman for Southeastern 
explained: “The overall average 
fare rise for next year for South¬ 


eastern is in line with the govern¬ 
ment’s rise of one per cent - slightly 
below the national average of 1.1 
per cent. 

“Fares contribute to the mainte¬ 
nance and future investment of 
services, as well as rail infrastruc¬ 
ture. Over the next three years, 
Southeastern is investing millions 
of pounds refurbishing trains, and 
stations and providing better 
quality information to help people 
with their journeys.” 


David Sidebottom, passenger 
director at Transport Focus - the 
independent watchdog previously 
known as Passenger Focus, said: 
“Fares are still going up overall, on 
the back of years of above-inflation 
increases. 

“Now that passengers are paying 
more than ever before, it is 
absolutely critical that industry 
delivers a more reliable day-to-day 
railway and starts to offer more 
flexible ticketing products.” 


Debate seeks solution to the 
problem of lorry parking 


Further day of strike 
action expected on 
Medway’s bus routes 


BUS travellers in Medway look set for 
another day of major disruption 
tomorrow (Monday) as the second of 
two strike days take place. 

More than 200 Arriva bus drivers 
walked out on Friday as part of a 
on-going dispute over timetable 
changes which union Unite say is 
“making it impossible to deliver a 
safe reliable service”. 

The strike will cause disruption to 
routes in Chatham, Gillingham, 
Rainham, Rochester, Hoo Peninsula 
and Strood and runs from 5 am to 5pm. 

Talks were continuing this weekend 
in a bid to resolve the impasse. 

Unite regional officer Dave Weeks 
said: “Arriva has continually moved the 
goal posts over these timetable changes 
which make it impossible for drivers to 
deliver a reliable and safe service. 

“Strike action is not a step our 
members take lightly. The blame for 
any disruption lays fairly and squarely 
at Arriva management’s door. We 
have continually raised major 
concerns about the changes which are 


leading to drivers being behind the 
wheel for excessive periods without 
even the time for a ‘comfort’ break. 

“We would urge Arriva to get back 
around the negotiating table and 
seriously address the concerns of 
Medway Arriva bus drivers.” 

Heath Williams, managing 
director of Arriva Southern Coun¬ 
ties, said: “Unfortunately time 
keeping issues were identified on 
some of the revised timetables and 
routes; the true impact of these did 
not come to light until schools 
returned in September. 

“We have spent considerable time 
examining the data, and consulting 
with councillors, representatives and 
customers. 

“It takes 56 days from registration 
of the revised service before we can 
introduce the improvements, which 
in this case will come into effect from 
January 24. In the interim, we have 
offered to work with representatives 
to ease the current drivers’ duties in 
order to relieve some of the pressure.” 


DISCUSSIONS to tackle the problem 
of overnight lorry parking on our 
streets and industrial parks, were 
discussed at County Hall on Friday 

It formed part of a discussion 
which also included debate over 
Operation Stack and a trial system 
of enforcing tough parking 
regulations in Ashford aimed at 
easing the issue. 

Speaking prior to the meeting 


THIEVES have taken an estimated 
£10,000 worth of baby and 
children’s clothing and blankets 
from a charity in Ashford. 

Based at Willesborough 
Industrial Park, Rockin’ Baby 
donate baby slings and children’s 
clothes to those in need across 30 
countries globally. 

The crime took place between 
9pm on Wednesday and 6am on 


Matthew Balfour, KCC’s cabinet 
member for environment and 
transport, said: ‘ ‘The county has 
suffered for many years and the 
increasing numbers of lorries is only 
making the situation worse. We want 
to explore expanding the trial 
carried out in Ashford, but also 
mindful ofthe risk that any measures 
taken could result in a transfer of this 
problem to residential areas.’ ’ 


Thursday morning. 

Brian Jeynes, 69, who manages 
the warehouse, said: ‘ ‘It was truly 
heartbreaking December is 
meant to be a time of giving yet 
these people have stolen from a 
business that only aims to help 
others in need. It’s disgusting.’ ’ 

Anyone who can help find the 
crooks should ring 101 and quote 
030324. 


Crooks steal £10,000 worth 
of charity children's clothes 
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Small venue wins big award from music's NME 


RAMSGATE Music Hall has been voted Britain’s best 
small venue for 2015 by the readers of NME. 

Transformed from a derelict building into a music 
venue two years ago by owner Julian Bigg and his 
business partner, Robin Hyman, it has attracted top 
new and established talent including the likes of Neneh 
Cherry, the Jungle Brothers and Mercury Award 


nominee C Duncan. 

Mr Bigg said: “It’s fantastic and a great honour to be 
thought of as the best in the country. 

“We were nominated last year and came very close. 
This year we won it.” 

To celebrate the win, the NME booked The Mystery 
Jets to play a special show on Thursday night. 


United approach in bid 
to crack down on child 
sexual exploitation cases 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


POLICE, councils and health servic¬ 
es in Kent and Medway have joined 
forces to form a team ready to tackle 
the sexual exploitation of children. 

Launched this week and based at 
police headquarters in Maidstone, it 
has been set up as a joint hub where 
agencies can work together to both 
identify children that are at risk, as 
well as people who are suspected of 
sexually exploiting children. 

The team will be made up of offic¬ 
ers and staff from Kent Police, Kent 
County Council, Medway Council 
and a range of health services. 

Funding for the policing element of 
the team has been secured from po¬ 
lice and crime commissioner Ann 
Barnes, which will help provide the 
Kent and Medway Child Sexual Ex¬ 
ploitation (CSE) team with roles such 
as intelligence officers and analysts 
to support the front-line policing, and 
from Kent and Medway councils. 

A public awareness campaign was 



TEAM : Will be based at police HQ 

also launched to help members of 
the public understand the warning 
signs to look out for. 

Detective Chief Inspector Hayley 
Spedding said: “For us it is really im¬ 
portant that members of the public 


contact us if they believe that a child is 
being sexually exploited, or is at risk. 

“Part of the launch of our new 
team will be a campaign called Op¬ 
eration Willow to raise awareness of 
the signs to look out for, and to reas¬ 
sure people that if they contact us 
the information will be thoroughly 
investigated. 

“Having all the appropriate serv¬ 
ices working under one roof is going 
to be hugely beneficial. 

“From a police point of view we 
will be able to proactively investi¬ 
gate offences, but we will be able to 
share valuable intelligence with 
health and social services that will 
not only improve the police investi¬ 
gations that we are running, but 
also help other agencies provide spe¬ 
cialist support for the specific needs 
of our victims or at risk children.” 

Barbara Peacock, director of chil¬ 
dren and adult services at Medway 
Council, said: “By working together 
we will be able to provide a strength¬ 
ened multi-agency service, combin¬ 
ing expertise from different areas to 
protect local young people.” 



RIP: Peaches Geldof 


Bob Geldof: I 
half-expected 
Peaches’ death 

LIVE Aid hero Bob Geldof said this week 
he “half-expected” the death of his 
daughter Peaches. 

The mother-of-two was just 25 when 
she was found dead at her home in 
Wrotham on April 7, 2014. She had died 
after taking a fatal heroin overdose. 

Her father, now 67, who raised his 
family at their country retreat in 
Davington, near Faversham, said her 
spirit remains with him. 

Speaking on Ireland’s RTE Radio 1 
about how he had lost his mother, 
ex-wife and now daugher from early 
deaths, he said: “With Peaches it was 
different; I was half-expecting it. The 
way she was carrying on, there’s 
nothing you can do about it. 

“But she’s with me every second of 
every day. She’s the girl that bounds into 
my consciousness when I least expect it.” 

A funeral service for Ms Geldof took 
place at the church in Davington - the 
same place where the service for her 
mother, the late TV presenter Paula 
Yates, had taken place. Ms Yates was 
just 41 when she was found dead in her 
London home after an accidental heroin 
overdose in 2000. She and Mr Geldof 
had divorced four years ealier. 

He said: “With Paula, the leaving me 
was worse than the dying. It made me 
realise that love isn’t enough.” 


Trains to be replaced 
by buses in evenings 

TRAIN passengers are being advised to check 
their timetables after Network Rail confirmed a 
major series of improvement works to take place 
between Tonbridge and Hastings, via Tunbridge 
Wells, later this month. 

Network Rail handles all the rail infrastructure 
and will replace worn-out components and fix 
signalling systems. 

It will mean changes to train services late in the 
evening on Mondays and Tuesdays from Decem¬ 
ber 14. Trains that leave London and Hastings 
after 9pm on those days will be replaced by 
buses for the parts of their journeys between 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and Wadhurst. 

Network Rail’s route managing director for the 
south east, Alasdair Coates, said: “There is no 
good time to do this work and it is almost impos¬ 
sible to do so without impacting on passengers - 
however I’m confident that this will plan keep the 
railway open as long as possible, while also 
improving journeys for everybody.” 


Education chief to be 
called on to resign 

THERE have been fresh calls for Medway Council’s 
children’s services chief Mike O’Brien to resign after 
the authority was named second bottom in the entire 
country for its primary schools. 

In a league table published by government 
inspectors Ofsted, just 64.2 per cent of pupils 
attended a primary rated ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’. Only 
Doncaster fared worse. 

Labour councillor Adam Price said: ‘ ‘I am 
disappointed to see Medway second from bottom of 
the league table. I put to Mike O’Brien at a meeting in 
October that if Key Stage 2 results in March are as 
bad as feared we will be calling for his resignation, 
and we will still be doing that in light of this report. 

1 ‘Our children need to be served much better.’ ’ 

Cllr O’Brien said: ‘ ‘This is an annual report that 
refers to historic figures and since March we have 
seen a significant improvement in Ofsted judgements 
of our schools, with eight now moving from requiring 
improvement to being good and three have gone 
from being good to outstanding’ ’ 


First Syrian refugee 
families start arriving 

THE first three families being given refuge in and 
around the borough of Ashford are set to arrive within 
the next three weeks. 

They will be housed in Newtown, Charing and 
Tenterden. 

It forms part of the borough’s plans to welcome 250 
refugees, all from designated refugee camps in Syria, 
over the next five years. 

All have been set up in housing with school places 
and healthcare provision organised. They will be in 
private accommodation and not council stock. 

Gerry Clarkson, leader of Ashford Borough 
Council, said: ‘ ‘We will provide them with the basics 
and all the support needed to feel safe and settle into 
their new homes. We want to normalise their situation 
in the short-term. 

‘ We hope that in the coming weeks and months 
these families can be adopted by their new commu¬ 
nities. As we said from the outset, we want the families 
to be pleased to be here and we are certainly proud 
to welcome them.’ ’ 
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Prince Harry's rhino reunion 
in South Africa's national park 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


PRINCE Harry has released photographs of 
when he was reunited in a South African na¬ 
tional park with a rhino he last saw at a Kent 
wildlife park. 

With his brother Prince William, he fed 
Zawadi during a visit to the Port Lympne 
park near Hythe in 2012. 

The black rhino was just three when she 
arrived at the park in March 2010 from Ber¬ 
lin Zoo before it released back into the wild at 
the Kruger National Park in South Africa as 
part of the Aspinall Foundation’s on-going 
conservation work. 

This week he authorised the release of sev¬ 
eral intimate photographs documenting his 
work as a conservation volunteer in Africa. 

They portray moving scenes of Prince 
Harry working on the frontline of the fight 
against poaching during his three months 
there over the summer. 

In notes he wrote to go with the images, he 
said: “I know how lucky I am to have these 
experiences, but hearing stories from people 
on the ground about how bad the situation 
really is, upset and frustrated me. How can it 
be that 30,000 elephants were slaughtered 
last year alone? None of them had names, so 
do we not care? 


EXPLORE : Prince Harry in Kruger Park 

“And for what? Their tusks? Seeing huge 
carcasses of rhinos and elephants scattered 
across Africa, with their horns and tusks 
missing is a pointless waste of beauty.” 

They echoed comments he made back in 
Kent when he visited with his brother when 
he said: “I think they are extremely igno¬ 
rant. I think they are selfish. I think they are 
wrong, totally and utterly wrong. It makes 
me very angry, it’s a waste.” 

As the Duke of Cambridge hand fed Zawa¬ 
di a pile of vegetables, he added: “If we don’t 


do something about them it is going to be a 
tragic loss for everyone. 

“My message to them is simply ‘stop’. It’s 
a message about educating people and un¬ 
derstanding that when you buy that rhino 
horn, or when you buy that ivory, you are 
taking this from an animal that has been 
slaughtered for this decorative ornament 
you have on your mantelpiece and you 
have at home - is that really what you de¬ 
sire and what you feel is right in the 
world?” 


Laser pen puts van 
driver in hospital 

AVAN driver was left requiring hospital treatment 
after a laser pen was shone in his eyes. 

The incident took place around 7pm on Novem¬ 
ber 12 in Vaughan Drive, Kemsley, Sittingbourne, 
when the driver in his 30s was dazzled by the pen. 
He suffered injuries to his eye. 

PC Steven Basset said: “Shining a laser pen into 
someone’s eyes or at a moving vehicle is not only 
a criminal offence, but it is dangerous.” 

Care home marks its 
25th anniversary 

CHARITY Avante Care and Support is celebrating 
25 years of operating its services. 

It provides residential care and support for 
older people living with dementia and a home care 
and support service for those in their own homes. 

MD Mark Lloyd said: “We’ve very proud to 
have supported more than 50,000 over the years.” 


Views on housing plan 

MAIDSTONE Borough Council is calling for views 
on its housing strategy action plan. 

Designed to outline building plans, raise the 
quality of existing houses and help ease home¬ 
lessness in the borough, the consultation runs 
until December 31. 

For details and to leave your views, visit the 
council’s website. 




Saint George’s 

Church of England School + 


Ofsted 

GRADED 

GOOD 


Sixth Form Information Evening 
Tuesday 8th December 2015 


6.30pm until 8.00pm - Refreshments from 6.15pm 

Director of Sixth Form talk at 6.30pm 

Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 7LS Tel: 01474 533082 Email: offadmin@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
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Brutal killer Ash-Smith sees 
Tiltman appeal bid rejected 



THE killer of Dartford schoolgirl 
Claire Tiltman has been refused the 
right to appeal his conviction. 

Three judges at London’s Court of 
Appeal dismissed the application by 
Colin Ash-Smith, meaning the 
47-year-old will now likely spend 
the remainder of his life behind bars. 

Trial judge Mr Justice Sweeney 
told the killer at Inner London 
Crown Court when sentencing 
him: “I have no doubt that this was 
a premeditated murder that you 
carried out because of the feeling of 
power that it gave you.” 

Claire was stabbed multiple times 
in an alleyway close to her home in 
Greenhithe in 1993, just four days 
after her 16th birthday. She had 
gone to visit a friend. 

The Dartford Grammar School 
pupil had just finished her mock 


GCSE exams. 

Ash-Smith, a former milkman, 
was quizzed at the time of the 
original investigation, but could 
not be charged due to insufficient 
evidence, despite being a long term 


suspect and serving time in prison 
for two separate attacks on women. 

Ash-Smith was sentenced to life 
imprisonment with a minimum 
term of 21 years in November 2014 
following a six week trial. 


Ann Barnes: I still fear 
cuts to Kent Police funds 


POLICE and crime commissioner 
Ann Barnes is holding a public 
meeting to discuss the impact of 
chancellor George Osborne’s 
autumn statement and its impact 
on police spending. 

Despite the chancellor 
promising to ‘protect our police’ 
and maintain spending levels, 
Mrs Barnes is warning she 
expects there will still be cuts 
facing the county’s force. 

She said: “The chancellor 
promised to protect the amount 
spent on national policing 
overall but we’ve been looking 
at what this really means for us 
in Kent. It is not straightfor¬ 
ward because the devil is in the 
detail. If he’s keeping more 
money for national policing 
initiatives, then that money has 
to come from somewhere. 

‘We don’t yet know what the 


funding for Kent Police in 
2016/17 will be - we’ll have to 
wait until just before Christmas 
for that - but we do know that it 
will be less than this year and 
we will still have to make some 
savings as a result. 

“Even in the unlikely event that 
Kent Police receives the same 
amount of cash for the next four 
years, even that doesn’t take into 
account pay and price inflation at 
around two per cent a year. 

“And then there is the threat 
to our own security, highlight 
by recent events in Paris.” 

The Policing and Austerity 
Conference will take place at 
the Kent Police College in 
Maidstone from 9am to noon 
on December 9. To book a seat, 
call 01622 604343 or email 
contactyourpcc@pcc.kent.pnn. 
police.uk. 


Curry awards winner 

WESTERHAM restaurant Shampan at the 
Spinning Wheel has won a top award. 

It was named the best restaurant in the 
south east at the coveted British Curry 
Awards 2015. 

The winners were revealed at a glitzy 
bash in London. 


Stolen property on show 

A SPECIAL two-day event at Cliftonville 
Community Centre in Margate will aim to 
reunite victims of crime with their stolen 
property. 

Around 2,000 items of property, thought 
stolen from across east Kent, will be on show on 
December 15 and 19 between 10am and 4pm. 


Thanet CCG public meet 

GOVERNING body of the NHS Thanet 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) will 
meet on Tuesday at a public meeting. 

Taking place at Thanet District Council’s 
offices in Margate from 1.30-4pm, the 
agenda and details on how to attend can be 
found at www.thanetccg.nhs.uk. 


Drink drive crackdown 

KENT Police has launched its winter drink 
drive campaign - it’s annual bid to crack 
down on motorists risking the lives of both 
themselves and others. 

The campaign will be widely publicised 
on social media, pubs, clubs, beer mats and 
posters across the county. 



THINKING OF A NEW BEDROOM? THEN THINK OF US 

Exceptional quality,made to measure furniture for 
bedrooms,studies,lounges and sliding wardrobes extensive range 
of,modern design and traditional elegance. 

AWARD WINNING FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
HOME VISITS AND FREE QUOTATIONS 


Showroom Opens Mon-Fri 8am-4pm,sat10am-4pm. 

H EIBIBIOlHIninU lBrilTIB 


www.bedroomflair.co. u k 01622 729855 

169 Tonbridge Road, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8NA 


Find us on 

Facebook 
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Top Three Stories 



1. £7.5m visitor centre 


Work has begun on a centre in Deal 

2. Couple in animal ban 

They left cat’s face infections untreated 

3. SECAmb braces itself 

Calls to hit 1,000,000 over festive period 


The Essential Guide: 



.to the Dartford Crossing 


Everything you need to know about the Dart 
Charge, which is now one year old. 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: The Port of London Authority’s £7m maintenance vessel was 
officially launched and named London Titan on Thursday. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www.Kentnews.co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Men on ground needed 

Are government’s Twitter troops enough? 


2. Kent needs a lorry lane' 

Why HGVs make commuters’ lives miserable 

3. Don't let terrorists win 

Why we must be careful in response to Paris 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Has the Dart Charge 
improved your journey? 

Q Yes - 23% 

I forget to pay the charge - 5% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


No, there’s still congestion - 72% 
Undecided-0% 



GET ONE 


Which? 


With the weather starting to turn, now's the perfect time to winter- 
proof your home with our fantastic UPVC double or triple glazed 
windows. They're amazing for keeping the heat in and the cold out. 
Plus they look great! 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Buy one double or triple glazed 
window and get the next one FREE 


Visit our website for a online quote 

ww. USSuSwin dows.co.uk 


' Quoter or any other offer, buy one window at list price and get another one for either the same value 
interest will be payable. An option fee of £70 is payable APR 0% Example: Cash Price £2500 less dep 
is after installation of the goods. Total Charge for credit = £995.40, total Amount Repayable £3495.40, 
value £1100. 


•Offer ends 31/12/15 cannot be used in conjunction with our W 
loan amount before 12 months after installation of the goods th 
Repayable by 60 monthly payments of £56.59 commencing 12 
variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance < 


i! #lf you repay th' 
i amount of £2400. 
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Shop with us: in centre | at home | on the go 


mtu 

Lakeside 


f iii 


Tada! 

AM 

■ — m ~ A — 




Come and play dress up this Christmas 


HOUSE OF FRASER 


VICTORIA’S 

SECRET 


intu.co.uk/lakeside 


KURT GEIGER 


BOSS 
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Air attacks on Syria backed by 
MPs but doubts continue to nag 

Like much of the population, the complexities of tackling death cult IS left many of our politicians 
having to think long and hard over the way they voted. We review how many made their choice... 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A DAM Holloway is no fool 
when it comes to the 
Syrian crisis. 

A former British Army 
officer and war corre¬ 
spondent for ITV, he has followed the 
unfolding events in the Middle East 
closely. 

In fact, just last week, he was in 
both Iraq and Turkey, speaking to 
those closest to the situation. 

And he was convinced that em¬ 
barking on a fresh bombing cam¬ 
paign was not going to solve the prob¬ 
lem of the death cult, which calls 
itself Islamic State (IS). 

Yet this week, after a ten-hour de¬ 
bate on whether RAF planes should 
bomb targets in Syria he abstained. 

It was perhaps the only real 
surprise among the county’s 
politicians. 

All the other county MPs - 
with the sole exception of Gordon 
Henderson for Sittingbourne and 
Sheppey who had made his vot¬ 
ing intentions to oppose it very 
clear - voted with the prime , 
minister. 

Since then, Mr Holloway has v 
kept silent - failing to return re- JJ 
peated calls to KoS and other me¬ 
dia outlets. 

But more should, no doubt, be 
read into his desire not to support 
the campaign or oppose it. 

His only public comment on the 
day itself was a message via social 
network Twitter, which pointed to 
an article he had penned for the 
Daily Telegraph earlier in the 
week. 

In it, he spoke eloquently of how 
the bomb would not heal the “broken 
politics” which underpins this fresh 
Middle East crisis. 

He added: “I simply do not know 
enough about the big plan to fix the 
broken politics. That after the last 
‘bomb Syria’ vote in 2013, I do not 
have confidence that there is any 
such plan at all. 

“We are now being asked to extend 
the activity of manned British air¬ 
craft into Syria: a tiny tactical level 
contribution - unless you are on the 
receiving end of a bomb - which we 
are asked to believe will transform 
the strategic situation. This is not a 
meaningful defence of the British 
people, nor the people of Beirut, or 
Paris, or Mosul, or Raqqa. 

“If we really want to help, we 
should be using the influence we 
think we don’t have. We should be us¬ 
ing it to communicate the message in 
every possible corridor that the US, 
Russia, Turkey, Iran and Saudi need 
to decide that they are serious about a 
cure - and that if they continue to ap¬ 
ply palliative care in their own inter¬ 
ests it will result in the sickness get¬ 
ting a lot worse.” 



READY: Tornados get 
ready for action while 
protesters campaign 
against strikes in London 


n 



Despite the surprise at his failure to 
come down on the ‘no’ side to action, 
he is probably caught in the same di¬ 
lemma as many others - torn be¬ 
tween the knowledge something 
must be done, but questioning the im¬ 
pact of more air strikes. 

Dr Matthew Jones, from Herne Bay, 
is lecturer in political science at the 
University of Greenwich. 

He explained: “There is concern 
that bombs alone are not enough. In 
order to defeat IS, not only will there 
need to be ‘boots on the grounds’, but 
concerted attempts to negate their 
revenue generating activates. 

“However, as we have seen in Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq, the involvement 
of troops is not only a political liabili¬ 
ty, it also drastically raises the chang¬ 
es of UK troops being killed in action. 

“And should IS be degraded to the 
point where they are no longer a 
threat, who will emerge to fill the 
power vacuum? The situation in Syr¬ 
ia is very complex, and as we have 
seen in Libya the post-conflict land¬ 
scape can also be very violent.” 

Sir Roger Gale, Tory MP for Thanet 
North backed the motion, but agreed 
it was not going to solve the crisis. 

He told KoS: “Just engaging in air 


strikes may in the short-term decapi¬ 
tate the enemy high command but 
that enemy has revealed a capacity to 
reorganise and regroup very swiftly 
and it will only be defeated, in the 
long term, by boots on the ground fol¬ 
lowed by - and this is what was so ap¬ 
pallingly lacking in Iraq in Tony 
Blair’s war of 2003 - a very clear re¬ 
construction and democratic strate¬ 
gy not just in Syria but throughout 
the Middle East.” 

And that is perhaps the biggest po¬ 
litical challenge facing the world to¬ 
day in a region in which peace seems 
so often so fragile and different fac¬ 
tions are constantly at odds with one 
another. 

Kelly Tolhurst, Conservative MP 
for Rochester and Strood, shared 
many politicians’ view of the difficul¬ 
ty of voting on this week’s motion. 

She said: “This was probably the 
biggest, and hardest, decision I will 
ever have to make as an MP. So many 
constituents got in touch with me on 
both sides of the argument, I have 
read and listened to the varied view¬ 
points, and emotions that have been 
expressed. 


“My decision was based on the fact 
that we will be no safer from attack by 
Daesh if we were to take no action, I 
felt that we have no choice but to con¬ 
front our barbaric enemy now given 
they have tried to attack us no less 
than seven times, and will try to do so 
again.” 

For Tory MP Gordon Henderson, 
however, air attacks were not suffi¬ 
cient - and on those grounds he voted 
against the motion. 

He explained: “Including emails, 
phone calls, face to face conversa¬ 
tions and Facebook posts, I have re¬ 
ceived representations from 332 of 
my constituents of whom 268, or 81 
per cent, urged me to vote against 
bombing in Syria, although a signifi¬ 
cant number added the caveat that 
they support air strikes when used to 
support ground forces, which is my 
own position. 

“My decision to vote against bomb¬ 
ing in Syria was not influenced only 
by those representations, however, it 
is good to know a majority of those 
who contacted me agree with my 
decision.” 

Just hours after the vote was an¬ 


nounced - 397 MPs voting in favour, 
223 against - the first RAF jets took 
off from the allies’ base in Cyprus. 

The political fall-out, however, will 
take far longer to settle. 

Adds Dr Matthew Jones: “The do¬ 
mestic political element of this issue is 
very interesting, particular as it re¬ 
lates to the Labour party. 

“Corbyn should be credited for al¬ 
lowing Labour MPs to vote freely on 
this issue. However, the fact that 66 
members voted in favour of UK air 
strikes does reflect how divided the 
party is. 

“It is interesting to note how many 
members of both the shadow cabinet 
and leadership contenders voted in 
favour of the air strikes. Hilary Benn 
gave a particularly impassioned 
speech in favour of UK airstrikes, 
which has been well received.” 

■ What do you think? Are more 
air strikes the right way for¬ 
ward? Share your views and join 
the debate. Email us at edito- 
rial@kosmedia.co.uk or write to 
The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 


PM: AIR STRIKES WILL HELP BRING ‘POLITICAL SETTLEMENT’ 


PRIME minister David Cameron 
has insisted British war planes will 
help to bring about a political 
settlement in Syria as opposition 
forces in the country claimed UK 
action “will not make a big 
difference”. 

More fighter jets were sent to 
RAF Akrotiri on Cyprus ahead of 
further sorties in Syria and 
continued raids in Iraq against IS. 

But the Free Syrian Army 
claimed British intervention is “just 
a few more jets” over the course of 
a long campaign. 

Bashar Assad’s regime, mean¬ 
while, denounced the mission as 
“noise and propaganda”, claiming 
that any country that does not 



co-ordinate its attacks with the 
government “won’t win the fight 
against terrorism”. 

During a visit to Bulgaria, Mr 
Cameron said: “We’ve now got 
more Tornados and more Ty¬ 
phoons in Cyprus ready to take 
action both over the skies of Iraq 
and over the skies of Syria 
because we have to defeat Daesh 


wherever it is. Bringing everyone 
around the table and trying to get a 
political settlement is absolutely 
crucial but we can’t wait for that to 
happen before we start taking 
action against Daesh as we have 
after the vote and as we will 
continue to do.” 

He added: “The strikes actually 
help to bring about a political 
settlement because the strikes take 
the action to Daesh, which is 
everyone’s enemy and we do need 
to have a moderate opposition in 
Syria that can be part of the future 
government. 

“So the political process and the 
action against Daesh to keep us 
safe at home go hand in hand.” 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending December 6,2015 11 




















. 


FOR BRITAIN 


Johnson hits out over Farage’s 
‘sepia tinted’ view on an EU exit 


While MPs mulled over military action in Syria this week, one veteran MP launched the Labour 
party’s campaign to stay in the European Union. Archant’s political editor Annabelle Dickson met 
Alan Johnson, who warned of border controls at Dover if we opted out and hit out at Nigel Farage... 


A LAN Johnson did not 
wear a suit when we met 
and was the only politi¬ 
cian in sight when he 
launched the Labour 
party’s campaign to stay in the Euro¬ 
pean Union on Tuesday. 

For him, the case to stay in the Eu¬ 
ropean Union is not the one made by 
the likes of Stuart Rose, the former 
Marks and Spencer boss leading the 
Stronger in Europe campaign, but the 
one for the ordinary worker. 

Fearful of the mistakes of the Scot¬ 
tish referendum “No” to independ¬ 
ence campaign, where Labour 
teamed up with the Tories in a move 
credited with 


their near annihilation in Scotland’s 
Westminster seats in May, the 
65-year-old former home secretary 
has been drafted in to lead the Labour 
party’s own case to stay in. 

The seasoned politician - a former 
postman - will no doubt see a great 
deal of the former South Thanet can¬ 
didate and Ukip leader Nigel Farage , 
who lives in Westerham, when the 
campaign really gets going. 

A date has not been set for the refer¬ 
endum. Prime minister David Cam¬ 
eron is still busy with his renegotiation. 

But he dismissed suggestions that 
campaigners to stay in are on the 
back foot, with Ukip stealing a march 
with its country-wide debates from 
village halls to theatres. 

Mr Johnson is dismissive of what 
he describes as “a kind of evening 
with Nigel Farage” suggesting 
that the people turning up were 
Ukip supporters, and probably 
some of those are people that 
would never change their minds. 

“I am not like Nigel Farage in 
the sense that I am not fanatical 
about Europe. It has not driven 
my whole political life. I think, I 
reckon like most British people, I 
think it is a good thing and we 
should be in it. 

“Nobody loves a market, but 
people recognise that their voice 
in an increasingly interdepend¬ 
ent world has to be through the 
United Nations, Nato, Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund and the EU 
is the most important interna¬ 
tional organisation.” 

And on the thorny issue of free¬ 


dom of movement, he is dismissive of 
claims that with an out vote Britain 
would reclaim its borders. 

With Britain already out of the 
Shengen agreement - the 1985 treaty 
which saw many countries in main¬ 
land Europe become borderless and 
the Dublin Regulation, which deter¬ 
mines the EU member state responsi¬ 
ble to examine an application for asy¬ 
lum seekers, Britain is already in the 
best possible position, he claims. 

Britain’s “vulnerable point” be¬ 
tween Calais and Dover had seen the 
border effectively move to France. 

“If you go to Calais it is virtually 
British,” he said. “The mayor comes 
to parliament and moans about that, 
they say ‘take your borders back’.” 

With an out vote he claims: “We 
will be taking our border back, be¬ 
cause if we are outside the EU, France 
will be saying it is inconceivable there 
would be the goodwill there if we 
wrenched ourselves away from Eu¬ 
rope after 40 years of membership to 
have agreements like that. 

“We will be more vulnerable to in¬ 
ward migration and there are issues 
around free movement we want to 
change. If we are not in there dealing 
with it then you have to accept the re¬ 
sults.” 

He is also critical of what he de¬ 
scribes as Nigel Farage’s “nostalgic 
sepia tinted world we are going to go 
back to”. 

“That is all gone. Britain coming 
out of the EU isn’t going to see Britain 
going back to the 1950s - thank 
goodness by the way. 

“Britain is somehow portrayed as 


being a seven-stone weakling on the 
beach with these bullies kicking sand 
in our face all the time, as if Britain 
hasn’t got influence in Europe, as if 
we are not an important country on 
that stage. 

“If you want to talk about state aid 
rules, we virtually drew them up, so 
that we did not lose out to countries 
supporting our industry at the cost of 
industry,” he adds. 

So if the party is not going to emu¬ 
late the Ukip campaign so far, what is 
it going to do? 

Every constituency will have a 
champion. 

“They will be feeding up stories of 
what matters to people in areas and 
using that to get conversations going 
in the pub, the hairdresser, the local 
supermarket about why it is best to 
stay in Europe.” 

He claims they will be tasked with 
“exploding the myths”, admitting La¬ 
bour’s silence on Europe had been 
able to gain a lot of ground. 

But what about largely Conserva¬ 
tive-held places like Kent? 

“Even though we might not have 
any seats. We have members in every 
constituency,” Mr Johnson said. 

And this could be their moment. 

“Because it is not the odd thing that 
first past the post can throw up, every 
vote counts. I think we can get people 
out to vote and use Labour party ac¬ 
tivists where we haven’t given them 
attention before because they are in 
unwinnable seats. 

“They are just as keen to be in¬ 
volved and they can get on the front 
foot with this.” 


He is adamant that there is a real 
danger that Britain could leave the 
European Union. 

“The danger and the risk of leaving 
are huge for this country. That is why 
I think it is the most profound politi¬ 
cal decision we are going to make. 

“It is much more profound than in 
1975 when it was nine member states 
we had joined and the world wasn’t as 
interdependent as it is now. It is far 
more important than even general 
elections whether we stay in Europe 
or we leave,” he adds. 


WHEN IS D-DAY? 


THE date has not been set and the 
renegotiation is not yet complete, 
but a number of campaign groups 
have already started work winning 
heart and minds on both sides of 
the European Union debate. 

Among them, Britain Stronger 
in Europe is headed by former 
Marks and Spencer boss Stuart 
Rose and British Influence, a 
cross-party pressure group 
formed in 2012, are campaigning 
to remain in the EU. 

Vote Leave, the main out 
campaign was launched in 
October and is headed by 
Matthew Elliot, the founder of 
campaign group the Taxpayers’ 
Alliance and is backed by Ukip’s 
only MP Douglas Carswell. Leave. 
EU claims to be the grassroots 
anti-EU campaign favoured by 
Ukip leader Nigel Farage. 
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ORDER NOW FOR FITTING BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


Established 1981 

\>€A 

Over 58,000 customers! 


DLrog] 


Limited 




Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 

WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s leading 


Our Sale Now On! 

double glazing manufacturer 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
V & Orangeries / 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 

— % & 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge space 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


PVC U CoMnrt 

i 



II 

■3 




1 ■ 






Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 

15th 

December 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


as heard on heart 

103.1 102.8 


r * 1 ~ ■JJIIJ 1 r^\ Profile:BS 7950 BS 7413 

fciof.rCc.rJ ■IHl ST.W W— Door Lock: BS 3621 

Open 6 days a week ^ RE0,SI “ ED “" P * N ’' ^ENiliso-f : 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. |H 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.com M 

*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 
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Bromley 
Little Theatre 
is now open to 

EVERYONE! 

From 15th December, non-members 
can buy tickets for our main house 
productions. BLT has an exciting 
season of must-see shows 
lined up for 2016, starting with the 
classic comedy Blithe Spirit 
in January. And now you don’t 
have to be a member to 
buy tickets! 

For further details, visit www.bromleylittletheatre.org, 
or call 020 3189 1690 


...for- a fife fiffeif tv iff 

North Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1SB - www.bromleylittletheatre.org 



LILLICO 

COUNTRY STORE 

For all your Pet, Equestrian and Agricultural needs, 
Feed, Bedding, Clothing and Equipment. 

Spend £25 in-store on pet food 
and pet accessories and use this 
voucher to receive £5.00 OFF 



Simply present this voucher at the till for your money off. 




* T&C's apply. Only valid when presenting voucher. Not to be exchanged for monetary value. 

Does not apply to sale items. Valid until 10/01/16. Strictly one voucher per person. Valid for Dog & Cat Food Only. 


LILLICOS COUNTRY STORE 

Opening Times: Mon to Fri - 8am to 5pm,Thur - 8am to 7pm, Sat - 8am to 4pm 

Telephone: 01622 718062 

The Forstal, Beddow Way,Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BT 


Drug deaths in 
sharp increase 
as teams unite 
to tackle issue 

The number of people dying through misuse of 
drugs has risen by 30 per cent in recent years 
with heroin the big killer. Now it seems, the best 
way to fight it is for support organisations to 
team up to stop the figures rising any higher... 

By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


HE number of deaths caused by 
drug-use across the county has 
risen by more than 30 per cent over 
recent years, statistics reveal. 

And it has prompted a multi¬ 
agency approach at identifying just why the 
number of deaths in Kent is on the rise. 

The statistics from the Office for National 
Statistics reveal the number of deaths where 
drugs were a factor was 138 between 2006- 
OS. But that has jumped to 180 from 2012-14. 

And the drug that is causing the most dam¬ 
ages remains heroin and similar drugs used 
as a substitute. 

It is also feared a rise in the use of so-called 
‘legal highs’ - chemical concoctions which 
side-step regulations until the law catches up 
with them and then are altered again - could 
be a contributing factor in introducing people 
to harder drugs. 

Jess Mookherjee is public health consultant 
at Kent County Council. She explained: “Drug 
misuse causes a wide range of problems for 
families and communities as well as for the 
person with the drug problem and the number 
of drugs-related deaths is a major concern to 
the whole of Kent. 

“We are investigating the increase in drug- 
related deaths in some parts of Kent as part of 
a multi-agency team, including NHS England 
which commissions services in prisons. 

“We are committed to introducing meas¬ 
ures that contribute to the reduction of drug- 
related deaths across the county, and the pub¬ 
lic health team is responsible for leading a 
multi-agency ‘serious incident panel’ to inves¬ 
tigate the root causes and learn and share les¬ 
sons. The panel brings together public health, 
police, and drug treatment providers such as 
Turning Point, CRI and Addaction. 

“They meet to review learning from drug-re¬ 
lated deaths and agree actions that could be 
taken to contribute to a reduction in the number 
of people who die as a result of taking drugs. 

“To help, we make sure effective and acces¬ 
sible preventative information, treatment, 
support and recovery services are available.” 

Medway has the most alarming statistics, 
with more than double the number of drug 
deaths than other districts in the county. 

Between 2012-14, some 41 people died. 
Second in the list is Swale, with 20 deaths, fol¬ 




lowed jointly by Thanet and Canterbury, both 
on 19. 

However, Medway - which comes under one 
unitary authority outside of KCC - has a larger 
population than other authorities in the county. 

A spokesman for the council explained that 
it too was already tackling the issue in a man¬ 
ner similar to that adopted by KCC. They ex¬ 
plained: “We’re committed to introducing 
measures that contribute to the reduction of 
drug related deaths in the area, and the public 
health team have recently set up a multiagen¬ 
cy panel to tackle the issue. 

“The ‘drug related death panel’ brings to¬ 
gether public health, Kent Police, Kent Proba¬ 
tion, and charities Turning Point and Open 
Road. They meet regularly to review individu¬ 
al drug related deaths and agree actions that 
could be taken to contribute to a reduction in 
the number of people who die as a results of 
taking drugs.” 

Sophie Price is the operations manager at 
Turning Point’s Medway active recovery serv¬ 
ice - a drug and alcohol recovery service 
based in Chatham and Gillingham. 

She explained: “Due to the increase in drug- 
related deaths, the panel provides a joined-up 
approach to the problems posed by drug misuse. 

“In addition to this we provide thorough as¬ 
sessments that identify complex needs; access to 
detoxification and rehabilitation services; sup¬ 
port with education, training and employment, 
as well as an innovative recovery academy.” 

Andy Power does a similar job in the east of 
the county. He told KoS: “It is disappointing to 
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Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Enjoy a complimentary 
bottle of wine with your 
Sunday roast when two dine. 

Every Sunday throughout December 
when you order a Sunday roast. 

Ts and Cs apply. 


■ [If 

T.J.S 

RECEIVE 10% 
ONLINE DISCOUNT 

JUST QUOTE CODE KOSIO 


Find us on 
Facebook j| 
Find our app on your app store 


the 

B AppStore 


TJ's 

E-Cigarettes 

Chatham, Gravesend, Maidstone, Milton, Sheerness 

Experienced staff to help anyone from 
beginners to experienced vapers 
We wont be beaten on price within a 
10 mile radius, price match plus a further 5% off 


TJ's E-Cigarettes Ltd 

129 High Street, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1UD • Telephone: 01795 668638 
233 High Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BQ • Telephone: 01634 843020 
6 Palace Avenue, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6NF • Telephone: 01622 670450 
11 lb High Street, Milton, Kent ME10 2AR • Telephone: 01795 229116 
33 High Street, Gravesend, Kent DAI 1 0AZ • Telephone: 01474 329742 
E-Mail: tjecigs@outlook.com 


Bideford: 4 day 
Coach trip £106 

Enjoy a wonderful break in Bideford and north Devon for a 
very special price next spring... 


Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at 
the lovely 3 star Durrant House hotel to a 
warm welcome and refreshments. We stay 
for 3 nights and have trips out on Saturday 
and Sunday and return home on Monday. 

Trips out include: market town of Barnstaple, 
Picturesque village of Appledore and Atlantic 
Shopping Village 

Durrant House Hotel Bideford ★★★ 

Modern, spacious hotel with two restaurants, two 
bars, and a large ballroom with evening 
entertainment. 125 guest rooms with full 
amenities. Lift. 



Amazing Value for £106 

3-Course dinner each evening 
Complimentary pre-dinner 
drink 


Friday 15th January £106 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room Supplement £19 

Call to book or book online 


GBTOURS 
S 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

31 Years of great-value coach 
trips. 

ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - 
Maidstone - Tunbridge Wells 
- and then to Bideford. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 


• Entertainment/Dancing each 
evening in the Ballroom 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

•Trip to Barnstaple and 
Bideford on Saturday 

•Trip to Atlantic Shopping 
village on Sunday 

•Afternoon tea Dance on 
Sunday 

• Last night 'Party Night' with 
optional fancy dress 
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DRUG HELP... 


see a rise in the number of drug-relat¬ 
ed deaths, but we remain committed 
to tackling the root causes of the 
problem and minimising the risk of 
death. 

“We maintain a holistic approach 
to supporting people affected by sub¬ 
stance misuse and aim to guide peo¬ 
ple through recovery to live drink 
and drug free lives. 

“At Turning Point we offer commu¬ 
nity and residential treatment as well 
as naloxone, a drug used to treat 
overdose in an emergency situation. 
We have trained family members and 
carers of people affected by drug mis¬ 
use to safely administer naloxone 
which has gone a long way to pre¬ 
venting many more drug-related 
deaths. We also work with partners 
across the county to ensure people 
know about the support on offer if 
they’re worried about their or some¬ 
one else’s substance misuse.” 

Kent Police admits it is facing an 
uphill challenge getting on top of the 
drugs problem across the county. 

A spokesman said: “Kent Police 
takes the view that one drug related 
death is one too many and we are 
continually looking at ways to get 
these substances off of our streets. 

“This is done by a number of ways 
throughout the county, including the 
execution of warrants and enforce¬ 
ment checks. We engage with various 
partner agencies that provide a 
wealth of support for a wide range of 
people, including those suffering 
with addiction and those from vul¬ 
nerable backgrounds. 

“Officers work tirelessly to catch 
and deter drug dealers from operat¬ 
ing in all parts of Kent and we remain 
determined to bring as many offend¬ 
ers as possible to justice.” 



IF YOU or someone you know has 
struggled with drug problems 
then help is at hand. 

Turning Point has the contract 
for offering help with drug 
problems across Kent. 

It has several offices including 
at 55 Green St, Gillingham on 
0300 123 1560; Transport House, 
Drum Lane, Ashford, on 01233 
655360; 41 Wincheap, Canter¬ 
bury on 0300 123 1186; and 6 
Park Road, Sittingbourne, on 0300 
123 1186. 

For more help, visit www.kent. 
gov.uk/alcoholanddrughelp. 


BEATING ADDICTION... 


HEROIN... CLAIMING MORE LIVES 


WHILE many do pay the ultimate 
price for their drug use, there are 
also harrowing - yet heartening - 
stories of some who find the 
strength to face their demons full 
on and were eventually, with help, 
able to break the chains that kept 
them a slave to the needle. 

One woman who did just that is 
Sonia Hayford. 

She told us: ‘ ‘My drug problem 
started when I was 22 years old, 
and when my addiction was at its 
worst I was injecting heroin and 
crack up to 10 times a day. 

“I was committing around £4,000 
worth of crimes every week; I’d 
been to prison and I didn’t have a 
proper relationship with my family 
who no longer trusted me. 

1 ‘But that was a long time ago 
now, having since decided to turn 


my life around. The decision to 
change came together in one 
moment. One thing I remember 
very clearly is the judge telling me 
that he believed in me, but I also 
remember feeling sick of the life I 
was living and wanted to change. 

“I went to Turning Point for help, 
and they provided me with enough 
support to overcome my drug 
problem and start a new life. Since 
then I have started working as a 
peer mentor at Turning Point. This 
means I can speak to people who 
are just coming into drug/alcohol 
treatment. I remind them that I 
used to feel my life and my 
addiction were hopeless, but it isn’t 
hopeless; what helps me stay 
focused and confident is being 
part of my community and giving 
something back.” 


HEROIN, the opium-based drug, has 
never been cheaper and more 
available and that is driving the 
national death rate. 

The Office for National Statistics 
found there was 3,346 drug 
poisoning deaths in England and 
Wales in 2014, the highest since 
records began in 1993. 

Deaths involving heroin and/or 
morphine soared by 64 per cent 
from 579 in 2012 to 952 in 2014, with 
the increased availability, price, 
purity and the age of those using it 
said to influence the figures. 

Those in their 40s have the 
highest mortality rate from drug 
use, followed by those in their 30s. 

Rosanna O’Connor is the 
director of alcohol, drugs and 
tobacco at Public Health England. 

She said: ‘‘The increased global 


availability and purity of heroin is 
clearly having an impact here. 

‘‘Fewer people are using heroin 
but the harms are increasingly 
concentrated among older, more 
vulnerable users and those not 
recently in touch with their local 
drug treatment services. Reassur¬ 
ingly, overall drug use has also 
declined and treatment services 
have helped many people to 
recover but these figures show the 
need for an enhanced effort. 

‘‘We need to ensure the most 
vulnerable users can access drug 
treatment services, where we 
know they have the best chance of 
recovery. 

‘‘We will continue to support 
local authorities in delivering 
effective recovery services for all 
those that need them.” 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 



Join us this Christmas for an exceptional festive display. Christmas trees, adorned with twinkling 
lights and musical decorations will fill the magnificent State rooms. Each room will feature an 


illuminated paper sculpture, inspired by traditional Christmas carols and hand-made by talented 


artist Helen Musselwhite. 


The Christmas AVarket 

5th, 6th, 12th, 13th, 19th to 23rd December 2015 

A wonderful array of seasonal gift ideas, toys, decorations, food and drink. 
Visit the Leeds Castle reindeer and birds of prey. Enjoy our nostalgic 
fairground attractions and children’s rides. 

Both events are included with the price of admission. 

leeds-CaStle.COm Book online for 10% OFF your ticket 


EEDS 



CASTLE 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 



THE 

Green 

MAN 


HODSOLL STREET 


The Green Man is a friendly, family run pub located in the 
picturesque hamlet of Hodsoll Street on the North Downs in 
beautiful Kent countryside. 

Your hosts are David, Jean and John Haywood and they lead a 
team of talented people who are there to ensure everyone has a 
great time. The extensive menu is prepared fresh to order from 
the finest ingredients and has something to suit all tastes. The 
cask ales and lagers are well kept and fine wines and spirits are 
available for those who do not enjoy a good pint. 

The Green Man features a large garden to the rear of the 
building with ample car parking making it an ideal watering 
hole during your tour of Kent whether it be a simple visit to 
the country, a shopping trip to Bluewater, a sporting occasion 
at Brands Hatch or on route to France via Eurostar or the 
Kent ports. 

Sunday Roasts at the Green Man Pub promise you just as 
much flavour and variety with beef, chicken, lamb shank, 
pork belly and vegetarian roast options. The roast is available 
from 12-8.30 pm. 

The Green Man also packs a punch with its event nights 
that see a fun Quiz Night on Monday night, Tuesday’s Steak 
and Rib Night, Fish Night on Wednesdays and Pies and 
Puddings Night (two courses for £12) on a Thursday. 

Live music every Sunday Night from 7.30pm and monthly 
every 2nd Thursday with even more in December for your 
Christmas parties. Programme available on our website 
or facebook. 

From flavoursome homemade meals and a selection of 
drinks, to a full calendar of entertainment, the Green Man 
Pub and Restaurant is a thriving local gem. 


BOOK EARLY ON 01732 823575 





The Green Man, Hodsoll Street 
Nr Wrotham, Kent TNI5 7LE 
Email: the.greenman@btinternet.com 
www.greenmanpub.com 

Find us just off the A227 between Meopham 
and Wrotham on the North Downs 


THE 

Green 

MAN 

HODSOLL STREET 



@Green Man Hodsoll 


www.facebook.com/greenmanhodsoll 
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HEARTH & FIRES 4 


& 01622 828960 Email: info@hearthandfires.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-4pm • Sun: Closed 
5 Tonbridge Road • Maidstone • Kent • ME16 8RL 


Here at Hearth & Fires, in our brand-new showroom, we are focused 
on providing an outstanding service with the highest levels of customer 
satisfaction and will do everything we can to meet your expectations. 

We supply or supply and fit Wood burning stoves, multi fuel stoves, 
gas fires, electric fires, surrounds and accessories. The one stop shop for 
your fireplace needs. 


Warming the heart 


our 
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REVIVED : Shepway council is contributing a top-up sum to help further tackle empty buildings in the borough. Empty Homes chief executive Helen Williams, inset. 

Is housing project No Use Empty 
coming to a high street near you? 

It has already proved itself in east Kent by tackling the housing crisis by cutting the number of empty 
properties and now the pioneering scheme may be about to tackle our struggling high streets too... 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A PIONEERING project 

which has transformed 
thousands of empty 
homes across the county 
and brought them back 
into use could be about to become the 
architect of a revolution in our high 
streets. 

The No Use Empty initiative has at¬ 
tracted praise from around the UK for 
the role it has played in helping ease 
the housing crisis by funding renova¬ 
tion work on abandoned properties. 

And this week, as it celebrated its 
tenth anniversary, it was revealed its 
next mission could be to turn high 
streets with empty stores into a blend 
of stores and homes. 

That would mean empty shops be¬ 
ing turned into housing in a bid to 
breathe new life into town centres, 
create a fresh sense of community 
and boost trade too. 

No Use Empty is an initiative run 
by Kent County Council and which 
works closely with all 12 district 
councils. 

Since it was set up in 2005 - ini¬ 
tially as a pilot project to tackle prob¬ 
lems in some of east Kent’s coastal 
towns - it has reduced the number of 
empty properties by 40 per cent 
(dropping from 9,000 to just over 
5,800) and helped provide more than 
600 units of accommodation - from 
apartments to family homes. 

Mark Dance, Kent County Coun¬ 
cil’s Conservative cabinet member for 
economic development, told KoS this 


week he now wants it to go to the next 
level. 

He explained: “What I’m trying to 
do is get more out of No Use Empty 
(NUE). It’s done well but what’s next? 

“I’ve always had a desire to see 
changes to high streets where take- 
up is low. If, let’s take Margate high 
street as an example, you had every 
third empty shop converted into resi¬ 
dential what you end up with is 
groups and pairings of premises and 
residential then you start getting 
tended hanging baskets, for example. 
So the shops are needed and there’s a 
community building up. 

“I think we can introduce an ele¬ 
ment of residential so the path to reju¬ 
venating that high street is not so 
long. 

“Working with the district coun¬ 
cils, let’s write to some of the owners 
that clearly aren’t using the shops 
and let get some ideas going. 

“It’s the next step and I’ll certainly 
put that to the team and take a look at 
it and get them to take it out and re¬ 
search it.” 

The concept of injecting residential 
elements to the high street is not new. 

Last year Tony Stockil, managing 
director at retail consultants the 
Javelin Group, said the government 
needed to “repurpose” many of our 
high streets, adding “some will have 
to return to residential use and we’ll 
be left with fewer, bigger, better retail 
high streets. It’s all about managing 
the decline”. 

Few would argue something needs 
to be done. Fewer would challenge that 
No Use Empty does not have the reputa¬ 
tion to be the driving force behind it. 


Its concept is alarmingly simple. By 
accessing government funds for 
housing and taking a modest slice 
from the KCC budget, NUE, at its 
heart, recycles loans. So, for example, 
if you are a landlord of a big house but 
find securing the finance necessary 
from the banks to get the cash needed 
to renovate and bring it back to life, 
NUE could be the solution. 

Steve Grimshaw has been project 
manager for more than six years, af¬ 
ter more than two decades within the 
county council. 

He explains: “With the banks cut¬ 
ting back on their lending, sometimes 
we’re dealing with small developers 


A MAJOR financial support 
package was this week unveiled 
by Shepway District Council - de¬ 
signed at providing a top-up fund 
for properties in the area being 
revived by the No Use Empty 
(NUE) initiative. 

Unveiled at a special reception 
on Wednesday at the NUE 
headquarters at County Hall in 
Maidstone - home of Kent County 
Council - it coincided with the 
National Empty Homes Week, 
designed to activate more 
movement on those properties that 
have stood empty for more than six 
months. 

Shepway council is pledging 
£400,000. Called Shepway No Use 
Empty Plus, KCC will continue to 
administer the funds. 

Alan Ewart-James, Tory cabinet 


who find the major institutions are 
not interested in lending on derelict 
properties and if they do they are only 
prepared to lend up to 60 per cent of 
the value of the property while we’ll 
go to 90 per cent.” 

For many, the short-term loan will 
be at zero per cent interest and only 
handed over with guarantees that all 
other funding for the project has been 
secured. In addition, there are strict 
conditions in place that ensure the 
property cannot be sold or trans¬ 
ferred until the loan is paid back and 
that there is a clearly agreed strategy. 

So, for example, if there is a big 
three-storey building it may be that it 


member for housing at Shepway 
District Council, explained: ‘We 
have set aside £400,000 in this 
year’s budget to top up loans 
offered by KCC which will give 
owners access to loans of up to 
£40,000 for every home they bring 
back into use. It’s just part of our 
targeted programme of direct 
action to reduce the numbers of 
empty homes in Shepway.” 

Mark Dance, KCC’s cabinet 
member for economic develop¬ 
ment, hopes the move will 
encourage other local authorities 
to follow suit. 

He told KoS: “I would think 
others will come on board. They 
may want to do their own thing and 
may have their own ideas. But we 
can concentrate on a particular 
area and make a real impact with 


will be turned into three apartments. 
Or, conversely, if there are problems 
with multiple-occupancy buildings, 
then they are renovated and turning 
back into family homes. 

Explains KCC’s Mark Dance: “If we 
get involved we can dictate the way 
the accommodation is used. It gives 
us a little bit of influence of how the 
property can be designed. We can do 
that because we’re helping the owner 
who wants to rent it out, so you can 
come up with a package.” 

And the impact of such develop¬ 
ment is wide ranging. 

Explains Mr Grimshaw: “It’s not 
just about bringing houses back to 


these recycled loans.” 

Certainly the seaside towns in 
the east of the county - which NUE 
was originally set up to tackle in 
2005 - continue to be the main 
benefactors to the scheme, with 
around 80 per cent of funding 
going to those areas. 

Adds Cllr Dance: “Ramsgate has 
got more listed property than any 
other town in Kent but you wouldn’t 
believe that. So how can we play a 
role in some of these places which 
are run down. That’s where NUE 
can play such a big part. 

“We will continue to focus on the 
coastal areas, complementing 
larger scale economic develop¬ 
ment within those areas and 
raising the aspirations for those 
who live and work within the 
coastal communities. ’ ’ 


SHEPWAY’S £400,000 FUND TO BOOST FURTHER WORK 
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CASE STUDY 1' 

PRINCE OF WALES HOUSE, DOVER 


ONE of the largest projects undertaken by No Use Empty, Prince of Wales 
House was transformed after standing empty for more than 20 years. 

The fine building in Durham Hill, which dates back to 1800, cost 
£650,000 in total to renovate funded to the tune of £175,000 in an 
interest-free loan by NUE. 

It needed a new roof, windows, staircase, walls and all major 
services after lying empty since 1993. Formerly known as Prospect 
House, it used to serve as a refuge for shipwrecked crews under the 
ownership of the British Sailors’ Society. It became the Prince of Wales 
Sea Training School in 1953 providing training for 5,000 youngsters 
aged between 15-17. 

When the school shut in 1975, Dover College used it until 1994 when 
it was sold to the YMCA. It subsequently fell into disrepair and was then 
sold to a development company that then sought assistance to renovate it. 

Today it boasts 18 one-bedroom apartments and two two-bed 
apartments. 


use, it’s much more about the wider 
benefits the money being invested in 
the local economy, jobs are safe¬ 
guarded, we’re providing homes and 
it’s having an impact on people’s per¬ 
ception of seeing empty properties 
around.” 

Given the squeeze on housing and 
our apparent relentless appetite for 
properties, one of the county’s recur¬ 
ring discussion points is just where 
all these new homes should go. Each 
development proposal tends to be met 
by a chorus of criticism about more of 
our countryside or green spaces be¬ 
ing consumed. 

But NUE offers a more palatable al¬ 
ternative. This is not about building 
new, this is about reviving the older 
buildings and making them come 
alive again. It’s inspirational stuff 
which has attracted the attention na¬ 
tionwide. 

Helen Williams is chief executive of 
Empty Homes, a national campaign¬ 


ing charity which works to raise 
awareness of empty homes - promote 
research into how they can be 
brought back into use and then take 
those ideas to influence government 
and local authorities. 

She explained to KoS: “I think the 
NUE scheme has been very successful 
and because it is a partnership be¬ 
tween county and local authority 
level it works very well. I don’t think it 
matters how it operates, but that 
there is a focus on that and a case¬ 
work approach. 

“A number of local authorities 
around the country have grant or 
loan schemes available and, in addi¬ 
tion, a number of authorities or hous¬ 
ing charities attract a government 
grant from the affordable homes pro¬ 
gramme where they can buy or lease 
empty properties, do them up and let 
them out to those on the waiting list. 
That’s where they would take over 
the management directly. 



TRANSFORMED: Today Prince of Wales House has 18 one-bed and two two-bed apartments 


“If you look at government data on 
empty homes - recorded empty 
homes have come down from a peak 
in 2008. There’s a couple of reasons 
for that. One is the likes of NUE as a 
dedicated funding programme, the 
other is that post the financial crash 
the property market has picked up 
making it easier for some to sell their 
properties and do them up. 

“What we promote is to seek to 
know the individual property owners 
and what the barriers and financial 
burdens are so they can seek to ad¬ 
dress them.” 

That relationship building is seen as 


vital in the whole process. Getting to 
know the property owner, understand 
their situation and seek a solution - 
through advice or a loan - is not only 
part of due diligence process, but en¬ 
sures all parties buy into the concept. 

“Primarily the district councils are 
the source of the info,” explains NUE’s 
Steve Grimshaw. “They have the da¬ 
tabase which identifies where the 
properties are so they will routinely 
write and encourage the owner to 
come forward and bring it into use. 

“We have had lots of success in 
terms of advice and guidance. In per¬ 
centage terms - advice and encour¬ 


agement accounts for around 60 per 
cent of those properties we have 
worked on being brought back into use - 
whereas loans take up about 20 per cent. 

“The councils will hold those pre¬ 
liminary conversations and if they 
feel it needs financial help from the 
county council they will engage in 
that conversation.” 

Yet when it comes to the involve¬ 
ment of public money, is there not a 
fear that those property owners who 
seek funding end up simply profiting 
themselves or defaulting on payments? 

“To date we’ve administered 
£14million worth of loans,” explains 



THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFERS 


Contemporary Wall 
mounted Electric Fire 
“Call for Details” 


The York Fireplace 


• Family Run Business •Trading for 45 years © Excellent quality and service 

• Up to date showroom • New Displays • Ample Parking • Wheelchair Access 


BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD | T: 01634 813813 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | W: www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
CHATHAM BRANCH Opening Hours: 08.15-17.00 Monday - Friday, 09.15-17.00 Saturday, Closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
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CASE STUDY 2: 

MARINE PARADE, FOLKESTONE 



INITIAL LOAN : Funds will help free up more than a dozen accommodation units 


Mr Grimshaw, “and only had one 
loan written off for £50,000. Which 
is truly amazing. And that was a loan 
on which we had no opportunity to 
get our money back. 

“But with loans they are time lim¬ 
ited and there are circumstances 
where individuals don’t have all the 
money to repay the loans on the date 
they are due. So over the last few 
years we’ve renegotiated on 12-15 in¬ 
dividual projects and if we do that the 
interest free period becomes null and 
avoid and we impose an interest rate. 

“Through that we’ve recovered 
that £50,000 and have a surplus of 
about £60,000. 

“So if we have another bad debt we have 
a way of protecting our capital fund.” 


NUE offers secure loans from its re¬ 
cyclable loan fund of up to £175,000 
- a maximum of £25,000 per unit - 
to people wishing to revive long-term 
empty properties. Originally begin¬ 
ning with small residential conver¬ 
sions, the scheme has expanded into 
converting long-term empty com¬ 
mercial and industrial sites into 
housing, as well as also working on 
affordable housing projects. 

It is estimated that by giving zero 
per cent loans, the loss of interest over 
the three-year term is around 
£2,500-3,000. But that is seen as 
something of an investment for the 
wider benefits. 

Adds the NUE project manager: 
“By providing the funds to bring 


property back into use the money is 
spent on the local economy and when 
those buildings are back in use the 
district benefits from the council tax 
that comes in.” 

But the big financial benefit is by 
tapping into the government’s New 
Homes Bonus scheme that has run for 
the past five years. 

Designed to encourage local au¬ 
thorities to hit housing targets by 
providing financial incentives, it also 
applies to the rejuvenation of previ¬ 
ously empty homes. 

Kent has benefited more than most 
other local authorities through this - 
cashing in to the tune of around 
£88.8m. Around 10 per cent of that 
was through empty homes coming 


A FORMER centre of Army intelligence during the First World War, 
numbers 8 and 9 Marine Parade are a pair of late Victorian semi-de¬ 
tached six-storey houses on the sea front. 

NUE has provided a £149,999 loan initially for number 8 and when that 
is completed and repaid, it will be reissued for number 9 to be renovated 
too. The result will be more than a dozen units of accommodation. 

The site owner said: “This will be a complete refurbishment of two 
dilapidated buildings. Having seen them stand empty for so long it 
seemed appropriate to bring them back into use and make them 
serviceable again.” 


back on line. Thus the NUE scheme is 
providing a direct route to £8.8m. 
“And that’s not a bad return,” says Mr 
Grimshaw. 

In short, it underlines how a mod¬ 
est, targeted, strategy can deliver sig¬ 
nificant returns while benefiting lo¬ 
cal communities. Funding for NUE is 
currently protected for the next three 
years, but it is clear that it needs to 
keep delivering a clear return and 
benefit to survive. 

“Everyone is of the ethos that we 
want to uplift the area we live and 
work in,” says Mr Grimshaw, “and 
what we have introduced over the 
last couple of months is an interest- 
bearing loan but again that’s a way of 
generating a little bit of income in or¬ 
der to cover costs in this time of budg¬ 
et cuts.” 

KCC cabinet member Mark Dance 
is clearly convinced its impact is not 
only significant but capable of play¬ 
ing a key role at the heart of major 
changes going in the county. 

He explained: “NUE are focused 
and without a shadow of a doubt its 
impact on rejuvenation of our coastal 


areas should not be underestimated. 
But we can use them in a broader 
sense too. 

“We’ve just been discussing at cabi¬ 
net the issues surrounding the Ebbs- 
fleet garden city and the London Par¬ 
amount Resort. We’re going to have 
this brand new, modern develop¬ 
ments created and I think we should 
go into Swanscombe, which sits next 
to where these developments will be, 
and seek to bring that up in appear¬ 
ance too.” 

After 10 years there will be a cau¬ 
tion not to over stretch the NUE mod¬ 
el; especially given the success it has 
enjoyed so far. 

While Helen Williams at Empty 
Homes admits to being “an optimist”, 
the future, she believes has been en¬ 
hanced by NUE and its like. 

She concludes: “There are a lot of 
the people working to bring empty 
homes back into use who are driven by 
the sense of doing this; fired up by how 
it helps regenerate areas and improve 
neighbourhoods. I’m confident they 
will be coming up with creative ways 
to bring houses back into use.” 


Chalkwell 

DayBreaks & Holidays by Coach 



London Hyde Park 
Winter Wonderland 

13th December 2015 - £25.00 


The Making of Harry Potter 
The Studios at Christmas time 

30th December 2015 - £57.50 




Holiday on Ice - ‘Passion 5 

9th January 2016 - £54.00 


Guys and Dolls 

21 st January 2016 - £61.50 



fiuVA rfSAVOY 

(pay break 


Kinky Boots 

21 st January 2016 - £61.50 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 169’ when you book. 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

EH 01634 232048 d 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 









































Rural Pic continues to 
sow seeds of growth 

Pat Crawford, who for many years has worked for Hadlow 
College and been heavily involved in promoting the 
county’s rural economy, takes a look at Kent’s Rural Pic 
organisation and explains why it has become so significant. 


ENT’s Rural Pic began 
very simply. 

Four years’ ago a group 
of individuals who were 
all, in different ways, in¬ 
volved in the rural sector were sitting 
chatting. 

They recognised that the sector’s 
true value - in economic and social 
terms - afforded opportunities for in¬ 
ward investment. 

They realised these opportunities 
were being lost and they wanted to 
put the sector on the map in business 
terms; setting out objectives that 
would help to fulfil their vision - they 
created Rural Pic to lead the 
initiative. 

That was four years ago, during 
which time work and other commit¬ 
ments have resulted in some changes 
to the people behind the plan. 

Two original members - chairman 
Mike Bax and finance director Mark 
Lumsdon-Taylor - have been joined 


by George Jessel as resources and po¬ 
litical director and Charles Tassell as 
farming and environmental director. 

Mr Jessel is a past chairman of the 
Kent County Agricultural Society, or¬ 
ganiser of the Kent Show. Mr 
Lumsdon-Taylor has been a key fig¬ 
ure in the relentless rise at Hadlow 
College. Mr Bax has been senior part¬ 
ner in his own rural property prac¬ 
tice, the BTF Partnership since 1988. 
While Mr Tassell is a former NFU 
chairman. 

The work undertaken by these in¬ 
dividuals is entirely voluntary which 
makes the progress achieved all the 
more remarkable. 

From the beginning Rural Pic was 
good at recognising gaps and fissures 
that interfere with progress and they 
set about remedying the deficiencies. 

One simple but much needed initia¬ 
tive has been the setting up of a calen¬ 
dar of rural events. This enables or¬ 
ganisers of rural events - national, 


regional and local - to check what is 
already scheduled and thus avoid du¬ 
plications and overlaps that might 
undermine success. 

Delivered via Rural Pic’s online 
presence, the website also enables the 
public to view the diverse programme 
of events offered within the rural 
sector. 

In the past, locating career and job 
opportunities in the rural sector has 
not always been easy but this is being 
reversed. 

In partnership with Kent County 
Council, the Kent Rural Careers app 
and website have been set up to pro¬ 
vide information about a vast range 
of career structures offered by the ru¬ 
ral industries. 

The site also lists job vacancies and 
anybody, in any rural sector indus¬ 
try, can advertise a vacancy free of 
charge. More and more employers 
and job seekers are picking up on this 
service and the intention is to make it 




the ‘go-to site’ for the sector. 

Attracting inward investment fea¬ 
tures high on the Rural Pic agenda. 

Finance director Mark Lumsdon- 
Taylor explained: “We are helping 
individual businesses to leverage 
public and private sector money in 
order to grow their enterprise. 

“We have some very enterprising 
people in Kent and we are assisting 
start-ups by providing information, 
giving advice and know-how and 
helping them to negotiate finance.” 

At the recent AGM, held at the end 
of November, George Jessel revealed 
he and Mr Lumsdon-Taylor are work¬ 
ing with Romney Tweed to develop a 


tweed-making business on the 
Marsh. 

The idea for this business initiative 
goes back to 2011 when Pat and Rob¬ 
ert Alston read a socio-economic re¬ 
port indicating that the Romney 
Marsh, already an area of social dep¬ 
rivation with 26 per cent unemploy¬ 
ment in the 18-24 age bracket, was 
forecast to be badly affected by the de¬ 
commissioning of the Dungeness nu¬ 
clear power stations. 

The loss of the largest local employ¬ 
er would be catastrophic but since 
then a brief respite has been an¬ 
nounced - Dungeness B will now con¬ 
tinue to produce power until 2028. 



Juwel ^ 
| Aquarium l 
[ with Free 
|L cabinet J 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME9 9QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


Aquatic Centre 

^ ^ _ 


Establishe in 1999 we are 
ntp extremely well known for 
our friendly yet professional 
pustomferservice and advice. 

We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish 
to fill your aqua^jmn, as well 
as fistUanks to help you grow 
your collection. 


ONLY £595 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater • Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 

• Liners and much more 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


All offers 
subject to 
availability 


ELECTORAL 
REFORM 
SERVICES 


NOTICE OF ELECTION 

FOR THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS OF THE KENT COMMUNITY 
HEALTH NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 


The Trust gives notice that it will hold elections to the Council of Governors of the Kent Community Health NHS 
Foundation Trust 

Elections are to be held for the following positions: 


5 Public Governors in the following constituencies 

Constituency 

Vacancies 

Term Length 

Dartford Borough Council 

1 

3 years 

Dover District Council 

1 

3 years 

Maidstone Borough Council 

1 

3 years 

Thanet District Council 

1 

3 years 

Out of area “rest of England” 

1 

3 years 


A nomination form to stand for election to these positions can be obtained from the Returning Officer in the 
following ways: 


Telephone: 

Email: 

Text: 

Post: 


0208 889 9203 

ftnominationenquiries@electoralreform.co.uk 

Text 2FT KC and your name and address to 88802 
Electoral Reform Services Limited 
The Election Centre 
33 Clarendon Road 
London. N8 ONW 


All nomination papers should be received by the Returning Officer, Ciara Norris, at the address as detailed above, 
by 5pm on Wednesday 16 th December 2015. 

Should any nominee wish to withdraw their nomination, they must put this in writing to the Returning Officer by 
5pm on Monday 21 st December 2015. 

Ballot papers will be distributed to qualifying members on Friday 8 th January 2016. Completed ballot papers must 
be received by the Independent Scrutineer by 5pm on Thursday 28 th January 2016. 

The regulations governing this election can be obtained from Electoral Reform Services Ltd (address as above). 
The Independent Scrutineer for these elections is Electoral Reform Services Ltd (address as above). 

The Returning Officer for these elections is Ciara Norris of Electoral Reform Services Ltd (address as above). 
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By that time Romney Tweed should 
be established as the producers of 
fashion and furnishing fabrics that 
attract national and international 
buyers. 

It may not offer quite the same 
scale of employment opportunity as 
the power station, but it will offer that 
much-needed opportunity. 

The Romney sheep is a breed that 
enjoys worldwide recognition. Tough 
with excellent fertility, it was the 
foundation stock of sheep farming in 
many countries around the world. 

A tweed business based in Kent will 
combine the traditional with innova¬ 
tion that will result in provision of 


much needed training and job oppor¬ 
tunities whilst putting Romney and 
its sheep back on the international 
agenda. 

Prior to the general election in May, 
Rural Pic issued its manifesto calling 
on Government to ‘position farming 
and food at the very top of the 
agenda’. 

Westminster’s time has so far been 
largely dominated by other matters 
but this is only serving to increase 
Rural Pic’s focus on ‘food’ and the 
vastly ranging businesses involved 
throughout the county in its produc¬ 
tion and distribution. 

George Jessel has spoken to 



WHAT IS RURAL PLC? 


Conservative MP for Folkestone and 
Hythe, Damian Collins, and his Tory 
counterpart in Ashford, Damian 
Green. 

All the directors are similarly lob¬ 
bying politicians and policy-makers 
and, if determination and influence 
count, progress will be made. 

In essence - Rural Pic is making 
the valuable difference that is deserv¬ 
ing of the support of everyone in Kent 
- a county in which everything ‘ru¬ 
ral’ is especially significant. 


AT its heart, Rural Pic (Kent) is 
an initiative that aims to demon¬ 
strate the true value of the rural 
sector in Kent, increase aware¬ 
ness of the rural sector and 
drive investment into the sector 
with strong returns. 

Within Kent the farming sec¬ 
tor alone is worth £5.4bn, em¬ 


ploys 85,000 people, and, the 
organisation claims, were it to 
be viewed as a company, would 
rank 57th in the FTSE 100. That 
makes it bigger than Marks & 
Spencer. 

Rural PLC aspires to create a 
voice and a platform for Kent’s 
food and farming sector. 





THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS 


• Family Run Business 
> Trading 45 Years 

• Excellent quality & service 

- Up to date showroom 

- New Displays 
-Ample Parking 
•Wheelchair Access 

• Displays regularly updated 

• Suppliers to builders, 
hotels and the public 

morris ^turner 


Water softening tablets - £7.50 a 

bag (collection only) BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD | T: 01634 813813 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | W: www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
CHATHAM BRANCH Opening Hours: 08:15 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 09:15- 17:00 Saturday | Closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 


Package 1 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 
RRP £525 

Package Price £325 


Package 2 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Rotonda stainless steel shower with 
adjustable slider kit - £200 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 
RRP - £857 

Package Price - £525 
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Take your flight to Neverland this Christmas at the Hazlitt Theatre! 

Kicky Groves 

,< East < £nders as Captain Wook 




Prrvnted by Parlwood Theatre* By arrangement with 
*T»reat Ormond Street Hospital Children's Charity 
and Samuel French l:unt ted 

ir Tickets Now! 

Friday 4 December 2015 - Sunday 3 January 2016 

theatre Box Office: 01622 758611 

www.hazlitttheatre.com 


A Pcirkwood 
G* Theatres 
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SERIOUS: Punk band 
Slaves say they will 
stop playing if they 
witness women being 
groped at their shows 


Slaves hit out on 
groping at gigs 

Molly Kersey-Law on problem at music venues 


M USIC venues in the county have 
spoken out in support of punk 
band Slaves, who recently said 
they would stop playing if they 
witnessed any women being 
groped at their shows. 

The Kent-bred duo - made up of Isaac Hol¬ 
man from Tunbridge Wells and Laurie Vincent 
from Maidstone - made the comments after re¬ 
ports that a woman was touched inappropri¬ 
ately during their gig in Wales. 

They took to their Facebook page to say: 
“Cardiff was an amazing show but it has been 
tainted for us now after hearing reports of lads 
groping young girls in the crowd. 

“Putting your hands all over any women 
without her permission is not on at any sort of 
concert. Going as far as putting your hand up 
her skirt forcing her to leave the venue and go 
home, ruining her night, is disgusting. If you 
are reading this and you were one of the men 
doing this. You aren’t welcome at our shows.” 

Julian Bigg, owner of Ramsgate Music Hall, 
said: “We absolutely support them threatening 
to stop because of inappropriate groping going 
on. It’s not acceptable. The higher the profile of 
the band the bigger the mouthpiece, and the 
more people will hear and hopefully take note.” 

Jason Dorman volunteers at The Forum, 
Tunbridge Wells, where the punk duo first met. 

He said: “It’s great of Slaves to say some¬ 
thing. We back their comments totally. I don’t 
know of any incidents at The Forum like that. 

“It will not be tolerated, certainly not at our 
venue. Our sound desk is up high, we have a 
stage manager and barrier staff and security, 
so if anything happens we are happy to help 
people. 

“I would say 99.9 per cent of the time people 
respect each other, certainly at more punky 
shows. I would only assume someone who 
would do that is not a music fan and isn’t there 
for the show, so they’re not welcome.” 

And many believe this to be a problem that 
has rumbled on for decades. 

“It’s been going back for years - if you look 
back at the seventies all the way through, with 
all the horrendous things that are happening 
with DJs from around that era. People thought 
they could get away with it. It’s at least deemed 
unacceptable now,” said Mr Bigg. 

Slaves have asked people to support the Girls 
Against group - made up of five women who 
formed to tackle the issue. 

Group member Anni Cameron said: “As far 
as we are aware it’s been going on as long as 


the guitar-led genres have been around, since 
the seventies. We’ve spoken to people who said 
their mums had experienced it. 

“It hasn’t seemed to have died out and it goes 
back generations. I do think there is a mentali¬ 
ty of thinking they can get away with it, par¬ 
ticularly in a rowdier crowd. 

“People are pushed up against each other 
anyway so they try and pass it off as nothing, 
but when you’re in that situation it’s obvious 
that it’s something a bit more malicious. 
There’s also so many people and the crowd is 
moving about, so it’s hard to always pinpoint 
people who are harassing women.” 

Lauren Holmes, who lives near Hawkinge, 
regularly attends gigs and agrees the issue of 
harassment needs to be addressed. 

“At a gig, it becomes even easier to harass 
somebody. You’re in a crowded, dark space, 
everyone around you is enjoying the music and 
isn’t paying attention. It’s an issue which needs 
to keep being talked about. It’s not funny, a 
compliment, or a moment of fun, it’s abuse,” 
she said. 

So what should women do if this happens to 
them? 

Girls’ Against’s Ms Cameron said: “If you’re 
surrounded by people you trust let one of them 
know so they can try and look out for you. If 
that’s not working go to security and if that’s 
not working then just remove yourself from the 
situation. It might feel like you’re missing out 
on the gig and that might be the last thing you 
want to do but your safety should be the prior¬ 
ity, if that relies on you physically getting away 
from the situation then you’re going to be glad 
for doing that in the long run.” 

A spokesperson from the Assembly Hall The¬ 
atre, where Slaves are due to perform on De¬ 
cember 18, added: “Anyone at the gig who has 
any concerns should speak to a member of staff 
or security.” 

Detective Chief Inspector Pam Flight, from 
Kent Police, said any reports to them will be 
dealt with seriously. 

“Touching someone inappropriately is not 
acceptable, it’s a crime,” she said. 

“Sexual assault is a serious offence, it’s not 
funny and someone being drunk and in a 
crowded area is not a good enough excuse. 

“If you behave in such a way, expect to be ar¬ 
rested and put before the court. 

“There is support available for those who fall 
victim to sexual offences and they will be taken 
seriously and treated with respect when re¬ 
porting incidents to us.” 


Major changes 
to trains this 
Christmas 
24 December 
- 3 January 

From early evening on 
24 December there will 
be no Southeastern trains 
at London Bridge, Cannon 
Street, Charing Cross or 
Waterloo East and some 
stations will not have any 
direct services to London. 

THAMESLINK 
PROGRAMME 


As part of our Railway Upgrade Plan 
we're rebuilding London Bridge station. 

Check before you travel at 
southeasternrailway.co.uk/christmas 

Find out more at ThameslinkProgramme.co.uk 
0 # (s>TLProgramme 


Department 
I for Transport 


southeastern 


SOUTHERN 
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BLACK FRIDAY EVENT 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
TO VIEW OFFERS 

www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 


BLACK FRIDAY EVENT I BLACK FRIDAY EVENT 




75% OFF 

SELECTED CLOTHING 


OFFERS END 2ND DECEMBER 2015 - 



GARDEN FURNITURE 

60% OFF 

SELECTED LINES 



Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm Sub ' ect to availablllt y f facebook.com/BybrookBarn 

Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) | Tel: 01233 631959 | www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 
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general spark 
germ warfare? 

Chris Murphy takes a look back into the murky past 
of one of the county’s military figures who was a 
key player in commanding British forces but whose 
reputation has subsequently become tainted 


A DECORATED 
Army general 
who was born 
and died in the 
county may also 
lay claim to the chilling title of 
the father of germ warfare. 

Lord Jeffery Amherst was 
born in Riverhead, Sevenoaks, 
in January 1717. The son of a 
rich barrister, he had a meteoric 
military career rumoured to 
have started when he was just 
14. 

He went on to become Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the British 
forces and regarded as a hero 
in 1764 when he came home 
victorious in the North Ameri¬ 
can campaign against the 
French, a conflict often re¬ 
ferred to as the Seven Years 
War. 

His lasting legacy is Mon¬ 
treal Park in Sevenoaks, 
where, following his victory in 
that conflict, he returned home 
to wall off 200 acres of com¬ 
mon land with Kentish rag¬ 
stone and build himself a man¬ 
sion. It hit financial trouble in 
the late 19th century and was 
demolished in 1936 before a 
housing estate was erected in 
its place during the 1950s. 

But it was an incident just 
after the Seven Years War for 
which he may end up being 
best remembered. 

In the midst of a battle in the 
Great Lakes area of north 
America, called Pontiac’s Re¬ 
bellion in 1763, it is widely 
claimed he instructed one of 
his officers to infect blankets 
with smallpox and then give 
them as a present to the native 
‘Indians’. 

Pontiac was the leader of the 
native Ottawa tribe. 

The chief was unhappy with 
the way General Amherst, 
who was representing British 
rule, was commanding the re¬ 
gion. In a wave of deadly at¬ 
tacks, the natives destroyed 
eight forts and killed or cap¬ 
tured hundreds of civilians. 

It sparked a period of unrest 
which would last for two years 
until a peace treaty was finally 
negotiated. 

But the smallpox allegations 
emerged in letters between 
Amherst and one of his offic¬ 
ers, Colonel Henry Bouquet. 



TYRANT? Lord Amherst 


The word “inoculate” was 
used, but according to defini¬ 
tions, this means to introduce 
an infective agent into an or¬ 
ganism, as well as today’s more 
accepted ‘to protect against in¬ 
fection’. 

After Amherst sent a letter to 
the colonel, he responded to the 
apparent suggestion saying “PS 
I will try to inoculate the Indi¬ 
ans by means of blankets that 
may fall in their hands, taking 
care however not to get the dis¬ 
ease myself. As it is pity to op¬ 
pose good men against them, I 
wish we could make use of the 
Spaniard’s method, and hunt 
them with English dogs. Sup¬ 
ported by rangers, and some 
light horse, who would I think 
effectively extirpate or remove 
that vermin.” 

Amherst replied in another 
letter with: “PS You will do 
well to try to inoculate the In¬ 
dians by means of blankets, as 
well as to try every other meth¬ 
od that can serve to extirpate 
this execrable race.” 

Whether this plan was ever 
put into action is never made 
clear leaving historians won¬ 
dering about the truth. 

But to voice the idea of infect¬ 
ing something with a disease to 
pass on to an enemy does re¬ 
main possibly the earliest men¬ 
tion of what would eventually 
become known as germ war¬ 
fare. 

Dr Keith McLay, dean of the 
faculty of arts and humanities 
at Christ Church University in 
Canterbury, has studied this 
era. 

He told us: “There is some 
evidence of the smallpox plan 
from various quotations and 
correspondence. But equally, 
there is a debate there as to 


whether it ever took place. Did 
Bouquet ever deploy the order, 
for a start, and whether it 
would have been effective and 
any way shape or form. 

“Then there is a debate over 
whether it is as sensational as 
one might think because Euro¬ 
peans had been going out to 
new territories and taking 
germs with them. 

“If you think about intent, 
then there may be something 
to it but I don’t think you can 
call it biological warfare. But to 
even voice it is fascinating.” 

Dr McLay confirmed claims 
Amherst could be somewhat of 
a tyrant. 

He said: “Yes, there is that 
argument, absolutely. Clearly, 
he had stunning success in the 
Seven Years War. The British 
government had tried various 
generals to capture Canada 
from France. And it was only 
through Amherst that they 
were successful. He also had 
previous success at the Siege of 
Louisbourg and Montreal as 
well. 

“He had demonstrated dur¬ 
ing the Seven Years War in¬ 
credible generalship. He him¬ 
self was a pretty prepossessing 
figure and yes, I am sure he 
was pretty ruthless too. He 
gained that reputation 
through his actions to the Pon¬ 
tiac Rebellion when Amherst 
felt the Indians had breached 
agreements.” 

It was known Amherst fa¬ 
voured “punishment” for dis¬ 
sent rather than bribery with 
supplies to keep natives quiet. 

Dr McLay said: “Ultimately 
he was recalled and removed 
from command in America so 
perhaps there was a recogni¬ 
tion that his actions there were 
counterproductive. But he was 
promoted on his return to a 
higher rank. 

“He was a hugely successful 
general, but one whose reputa¬ 
tion is clouded by various ac¬ 
tions and ongoing debate 
about his conduct.” 

He died at his home in Sev¬ 
enoaks on August 3,1797. 

His name lives on, however, 
with a number of venues, in¬ 
cluding schools, named after 
him in and around his home 
town. 




www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 

Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), 
registered in England & Wales. Registered office 
72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority under no. 608279. 
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Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding how a Will, 
Estate or Power of Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has considerable 
experience in helping clients to resolve these 
difficult disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE’ service for 
Will, Estate and Power of Attorney disputes. 

Call us today on 

01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 

E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 
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TITAN: The £7m vessel was officially launched on Thursday 

Making waves with £7m Thames 
vessel to keep our channels clear 

Owned by the Port of London Authority London Titan will help keep our busiest inland waterway clear 


W ITH Thames pas¬ 
senger and freight 
figures at record 
levels, the Gra¬ 
vesend-based Port 
of London Authority (PLA) officially 
launched its £7million multi-purpose 
river maintenance vessel, London Ti¬ 
tan, in a ceremony at Tower Pier on 
Thursday. 

Officially named by Thurrock MP, 
Jackie Doyle-Price, London Titan will 
work to keep the river clear of ob¬ 
structions and ensure that channels 
are clearly marked for all to use. 

As the statutory harbour authori¬ 
ty, the PLA makes sure the Thames is 
safe, and promotes the use of the river 
with the aim of making its activities 
even busier, to drive more money into 
the economy. 

The vessel has been specially built 
to be capable of working across the 95 
miles that the PLA is responsible for: 
from Richmond in west London 
all the way out into the Thames estu¬ 
ary, passing areas of Kent in the pro¬ 
cess. 

Her work is vital on a river that is 
home to the UK’s second biggest port, 
busiest inland waterway for passen¬ 
gers and freight and a centre for 
sporting and recreational activity. 

At Thursday’s event was the 
shipping minister, Robert Goodwill, 
who said: “Britain has a proud mari¬ 
time history and this investment by 
the Port of London Authority will 
help ensure the sector continues to 
thrive. 

“The government is doing every¬ 
thing possible to back this industry as 


part of its long-term economic plan to 
create jobs and growth. 

“The River Thames is enjoyed by 
Londoners and visitors to the capital. 
The London Titan will help it 
continue to meet the needs of the 
growing number of businesses and 
passengers who rely on it all year 
round.” 

London Titan is the PLA’s biggest 
single investment in more than 20 
years, and was designed by naval ar¬ 
chitects MacDuff Ship Design, work¬ 
ing with marine engineers, masters 
and crews. 

She was built at Manor Marine’s 
shipyard in Portlane, Dorset, to 
Lloyd’s Register class. 

The PLA maintains essential infra¬ 
structure across the river to keep traf¬ 
fic flowing. 

CEO Robin Mortimer told KoS: “A 
huge range of goods and building 
materials from around the world ar¬ 
rive at the port and the increase in 
growth of the port adds a lot to the 
economy. 

“Some 43,000 jobs are associated 
with the port, it’s currently worth 
£6.5billion and brings in £2.5bn of 
tourism, and that will be increased by 
the Paramount Park development. 

“In order to bring trade into the 
port, we need a working river and to 
keep the channels clear. 

“But the river is a very challenging 
environment, you get high winds and 
choppy waters and you need a vessel 
that can handle a number of different 
conditions. 

“The Titan has a crane to lift things 
out of the water, such as small sunk- 


kk Titan has a crane to 
lift things out of the 
water, such as small 
sunken boats or cars 
- you’ll be surprised by 
how much ends up in 
the Thames... fy 


Robin Mortimer, 

Port of London Authority CEO 

en boats or cars, because you’ll be 
surprised by how much ends up in the 
Thames. 

“That crane has a reach of 20 
metres and can lift 25 tonnes, so if 
a double-decker bus was to end up 
in the river, the Titan could pull it 
out. 

“To try and lift something of that 
size, the boat has to be correctly de¬ 
signed so that it remains stable 
throughout and we’re delighted with 
the results.” 

To meet very specific requirements, 
the Titan had to be built from scratch, 
so that she was small and shallow 
enough to negotiate bridges in the 
capital as far upriver as Richmond, 
but robust enough to operate in the 
outer estuary. 

Director for marine services Peter 
Steen said: “Most of the crews that 
worked on her come from Kent and 
they have all done a fantastic job. 

“It’s very unusual to find such 
quality and this is a real British 


success story. The time was right be¬ 
cause in our fleet of vessels some of 
them are nearly 40 years old, so now 
is the opportunity for the Titan to 
step up and be here for 40 years itself. 

“It’s a mooring maintenance 
vessel, so large crew ships will come 
up and we can hold them in the mid¬ 
dle of the river by tying them to buoys, 
which are held together by a massive 
chain and anchor below the surface, 
put in place by the Titan. 

“It also has really good environ¬ 
mental value in terms of controlling 
pollution and the oil recovery equip¬ 
ment it has on board so there really 
are a number of benefits to this in¬ 
vestment. 

“More trade is coming in and 
there’s more investment in new ter¬ 
minals, everything is moving 
quickly. 

“Everyone is chuffed to officially 
launch the Titan and keen to get on 
do some work now.” 

The navigation buoys are crucial 
for telling ships how deep the water 
is, and indicating areas of the river to 
avoid. 

Skipper Chris Bright, who has 
worked on the Thames in various 
roles for 49 years, added: “In my time 
on the river I’ve done watermanship, 
survey work, salvage work, just about 
every job that the Titan tackles. 

“We’ve been there from day one, so 
we saw them first deliver the steel 
and have watched it progress over 
time to the launch which was tre¬ 
mendous. 

“It has three engines which can all 
operate independently, the technolo¬ 


gy on board is second to none and the 
way it handles and manoeuvres is 
fantastic. 

“It’s a privilege and an honour to 
take charge of such a vessel.” 

Among the new technology on 
board is electronic charting, de¬ 
scribed as “GPS for boats,” thus re¬ 
placing the former paper system. 

Ms Doyle-Price was given the hon¬ 
our of naming the boat prior to the 
event. 

She said: “The Thames plays a vital 
role in the Thurrock economy, so 
naming this boat, which keeps the 
river safe and open for business, is 
fantastic. 

“Many people forget that the 
Thames is a major shipping channel. 
Thurrock is home to the major opera¬ 
tions at the Port of Tilbury, Cobelfret 
and Vopak. 

“In fact, more cargo is landed at the 
terminals in Thurrock than comes in 
via Felixstowe or Dover. 

“The PLA investment in London Ti¬ 
tan underpins operators’ confidence 
to invest, generating jobs and growth 
and underlines that fact that the Port 
of London remains a key part of the 
economic infrastructure of London 
and the south east.” 

Recent Thames investments in¬ 
clude two new MBNA Thames Clip¬ 
pers ferries, a new pier at Plantation 
Wharf, Battersea and an extension to 
Bankside pier. 

Downriver, developments continue 
at the Port of Tilbury’s London Distri¬ 
bution Park and at London Gateway 
Port, where a new third berth is being 
built. 
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Come along in a group or a pair and when the clock 
strikes twelve we will all be there! 

Enjoy your evening is all we ask, and please feel free to bring a mask... 


You will be greeted by a glass of bubbly on arrival whilst you mix and mingle in the Courtyard bar. 

The Glamorous Stage 3 performers will welcome you in to The John Wigan Suite from 7.30pm 
where they will entertain and dazzle you whilst you indulge in a fabulous 4 course meal. 


If you're feeling lucky have a go at 
one of our fun Casino table and then 
enjoy music from our fantastic DJ 
who will have you up dancing until 
well into 2016! 

Evening only £80.00 per person 

Evening and overnight stay 

Standard accommodation £125.00 

Evening and overnight stay 

Superior accommodation £135.00 

Dress code - Black Tie/ Masquerade 
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Oakwood Park, Maidstone, ME16 8AE 

Genuine 

Hotels 

Oak wood House 

T: 01622 620720 • F: 01622 763704 



www.facebook.com/OakwoodHouseOfficial 


@hotelmaidstone@genuinehotels 
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COLOURFUL: This year’s production is of timeless classic Snow White 

Review: Is fw - 
Snow White jk, 
another big 
panto hit? uu ^ 

It’s that time again... oh no it isn’t... oh iK* 

yes it is... Chris Britcher heads to Can- j 
terbury’s Marlowe Theatre for its panto V * 

Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs V Ms 


: 

i 2. 


TICKETS: Snow White 
runs at the Marlowe until 
January 10. For details 
of how to book, log on to 
www. marlowethe atre. 
com or telephone the 
box office direct on 
01227 787787. 


E VERY year, the Marlowe 
Theatre’s pantomime 
seems to take a slightly 
different path towards 
bringing the house 

down. 

There are the pro- d u c - 
tions which are \ heavy 
on slapstick, the big set 



piece, or simply the budget 
splashed on the famous faces. 

Or then there’s this year’s ef¬ 
fort - Snow White and The Seven 
Dwarfs. 

This year has put song and 
dance centre stage and it is all 
the better for it. 

Because it creates a sense of 
real production and polish that 
the organised chaos of a panto¬ 
mime can so easily relinquish. 

The choreography is tight, the 
number of performers for each 
routine are kept under control - 
in the past they have perhaps 
been a little over ambitious on 
occasions - and all have clearly 
been drilled to perfection. 

By the time a quite jaw-drop¬ 
ping rollerskating element is 
added (yes, rollerkskating, 
but don’t let that put you off, 
it is so dramatic, the entire 
theatre could be heard hold¬ 
ing its breath) and for 
sheer production values 
alone, it is a delight for the 
senses. 

This is live, vibrant, theatre 
at its cross-demographic appeal 
best. 

But fret not if that’s not what 
you buy your ticket for. 

Snow White and the Seven 


Dwarfs is not short on gags, or 
silliness, or set pieces. Slapstick 
has definitely been scaled down, 
but you don’t miss it until you 
walk out and realise it was 
putting its feet up this Christmas 
season. 

The set pieces are magnificent 
too - the legendary ghost bench 
routine is given a modern over¬ 
haul with a 3D screen behind it 
which should remind all movie 
producers what makes the tech¬ 
nology such an inventive and in¬ 
teractive platform; namely the 
ability to make the audience re¬ 
act in dramatic style. I won’t 
spoil it, but it works a treat. Im¬ 
proves a familiar favourite, in 
fact. 

What’s more, if you can work 
out before you enter the theatre 
just how one of the main charac¬ 
ters ends up performing amid a 
sea of Freddie Mercury look-a¬ 
likes, complete with moustache 
and big teeth, then your imagi¬ 
nation needs both a pat on the 
back and a stern talking to. 

As for the cast, just for once, it 
is easy to care for the ‘straight’ 
roles - in this case Snow White 
(Katie Monks) and Prince 
Charming (Ben Carruthers). In 
years gone by these roles strug¬ 


gle against the glorious silliness 
of the pantomime world, but 
here the focus on the production 
numbers draws them into our 
collective consciousness. 

EastEnders’ Rita Simons as 
Queen Ivannah puts in a solid 
performance as Snow White’s 
evil step-mother and the seven 
short actors who portray the 
dwarfs steal all the scenes they 
appear in. 

But, it is the trio of CBBC’s Mr 
Maker Phil Gallagher (Mud¬ 
dles), Lloyd Hollett (Herman the 
Henchman) and Ben Roddy 
(Nurse Nellie) who are worthy of 
the highest praise. 

They drive the whole produc¬ 
tion along and, having per¬ 
formed together for the past few 
years, have an easy-going rap¬ 
port which comes across to the 
audience. 

There is, in truth, a danger 
this particular combination is 
approaching the end of its ‘best- 
by’ date (not because it’s getting 
stale, but merely in order to 
freshen things up a little), but 
they are still the beating heart of 
this production 

Roddy, in particular, dictates 
the pace in a variety of different 
outfits which underline how it is 


he - and no-one of wider fame - 
who is the star of the show. 

Is it worth spending your 
hard-earned money on this 
Christmas? Of course it is. 

To an extent the Marlowe pan¬ 
to has become a victim of its own 
success; it is always a riot of col¬ 
our, song and dance. Even when 
it doesn’t quite hit the mark, it 
still delivers a production of the 
highest quality. 

This is no different. Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs is 
fun-packed from start to finish 
with some fabulous set-pieces 
and all designed to put a great 
big smile on your face. 

Treat yourself to it - you will 
not be disappointed. 
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^ SANTA’S ^ 
* GROTTO 
NOW OPEN 

EVERY DAY 
UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS 


OVER 90 SHOPS BURSTING WITH FESTIVE IMAGINATION 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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FOSTER CARERS URGENTLY 
NEEDED IN KENT 

Do you have the compassion to look after a child who is seeking refuge in the UK? 


If you have a spare room; can offer a secure, safe and loving environment to a 
homeless child and have the time, energy and commitment to care, 
please contact us urgently - we’re waiting to hear from you. 


Tel: 0845 603 8354 

Email: info@nextstepfostering.org 
Web: www.nextstepfostering.org 


next step ~- 

fostering 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


r^\ 




FESTIVE : Gemma Merna and Kavana will perform a number of Christmas songs. Credit: Eric Richmond 

ollyoaks star on stage in a 

istmas production 

Hollyoaks star Gemma Merna spoke to Molly Kersey-Law about the new show 


H ollyoaks favourite 
Gemma Merna and 
90s singer Kavana will 
be bringing a number 
of festive tunes to 
Folkestone next month. 

The pair will be starring in So 
This Is Christmas, a musical show 
featuring songs such as White 
Christmas, Let It Snow, Fairytale of 
New York and Last Christmas. 

It will be performed at the Leas 
Cliff Hall on December 19, as part of 
its 16-date tour. 

Ms Merna is looking forward to 
the performance, which she says 
will help to get audiences into the 
Christmas spirit. 

She said: “It’s a new concept for 
Christmas shows, it’s not a panto, 
it’s a Christmas concert and it’s all 
feel-good Christmas songs that we 
perform on stage. 

“There’s a little bit of acting in it, 


a bit of dancing and a live band. 

“It’s bringing all the songs back 
to their original arrangement. 

“My favourite part is towards the 
end of the show, the party section, 
with songs like Merry Christmas 
Everybody. 

“I get a bit too excited, I love that 
little section. 

“I love to dance around and get 
people’s energy up. 

“It’s great for everybody from 
every age group and it’s just getting 
into the Christmas spirit.” 

Ms Merna is well-known for her 
role as Carmel Mcqueen in Channel 
4 soap Hollyoaks, which she had for 
eight years. 

She joined the show in 2006 and 
won best comedy performance at 
the British Soap Awards the follow¬ 
ing year. 

While her character was initially 
comedic, she also had a number of 


dramatic storylines throughout the 
course of the show - such as receiv¬ 
ing facial injuries after an accident 
with a tanning machine and her 
on-screen husband being shot at 
their wedding. 

Ms Merna left the show after her 
character died in an explosive train 
accident in 2014. 

So how has the transition from 
screen to stage been? 

“When I was younger I started off 
in theatre. 

“It’s getting back to where I used 
to be,” she explained. 

“I wanted to try something like 
this to see if I still enjoyed it as much 
as I did when I was younger. 

“It took me a while to get used to 
it again. 

“It is different to TV, you work 
with the audience rather than be¬ 
ing on screen.” 

The performance will mark the 


first time that the star has been to 
Kent, and she is looking forward to 
paying a visit to the county with 
her co-stars. 

“We are very excited, it’s great we 
can go to all these different places,” 
she said. 

“We have been rehearsing so 
much without an audience, so it 
will be great to get them in front of 
us,” she added. 

Ms Merna will be joined on stage 
by 90s star Kavana, who is famous 
for his hits including I Can Make 
You Feel Good and Will You Wait 
For Me. 

So This is Christmas will be start¬ 
ing at 7.30pm. 

Tickets to the performance range 
from £18.90 to £31.40. 

For more information about the 
show, or to book tickets to the per¬ 
formance, you can visit www.at- 
gtickets.com/folkestone. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 








Hotel Piccadilly 
Bournemouth 

The Hotel Piccadilly has a proud reputation 
as one of the highest rated AA 3-Star hotels 
in Bournemouth. It is well located in the 
resort's East Cliff area, a short stroll from the 
beaches and gardens that separate the 
pedestrian shopping centre and designer 
boutiques, from the sea. All bedrooms are 
en-suite with TV and tea/coffee making 
facilities. There will be entertainment 
provided one night during your stay. 
INCLUDED: 3 nights sharing a twin/double en- 
suite room • 3 breakfasts • 3 dinners • 
Entertainment 1 night 


Worthing Winter Warmer Party 

Chatsworth Hotel 29Jan&5 Feb, 2016 -Quote: WGI/2-KOS 


Join us in Worthing for a Winter 
Warmer Party and enjoy £1 drinks 
and live entertainment every night. 
The Chatsworth is one of the finest 
hotels on the south coast, just a 
stone's throw from the sea and a 
short stroll to the town centre. All 
bedrooms are en-suite and a lift 
services all floors. 

INCLUDED: £1 drinks from 7pm to 
10pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • 2 dinners 
and 2 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite room with TV & free wifi 


Fridays: 

19 February & 4 March, 2016 
Quote: B02/3-K0S 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, SuffolkCoast s July, 201 6 - Quote: ss7-kos 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Super Summer Party - for over 
40s only - to make the most of our favourite season. We've lined up a brilliant 
entertainment showbill featuring 70s themed music and nostalgia, including a live 
performance by 70s rock-n-rollers Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie, plus Abba and Rod Stewart tribute acts. With non-stop entertainment from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night, this is one party 
weekend you won't want to miss. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrade available 

Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


60s Party Break 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lines 


Join us for a 60s-themed private party break 
at a super country house hotel in the heart of 
rural Lincolnshire. Stoke Rochford Hall, near 
Grantham, is a unique hotel housed in a 
historic Victorian mansion set in 28 acres of 
landscaped parkland. You will enjoy live 60s 
tribute acts both nights and guests have free 
access to the hotel's leisure club which 
provides a state-of-the-art gym, heated 
covered pool, sauna and steam room. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • 2 dinners & 

2 breakfasts • Live entertainment both nights 
• Free use of leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) 


8 April, 2016 
Quote: SR4-K0S 


34 Week ending December 6, 2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 

























Ramblin' Man returns to Mote 
Park after a first year triumph 


Brian Cox live in Margate 

PROFESSOR Brian Cox will be 
bringing his live stage show to 
the Theatre Royal Margate on 
November 5 2016 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets range from £30 to 
£40. To book, visit www. 
theatreroy almargate .com. 




SUCCESS: Organisers promise year two will be ‘bigger and better’. PICTURE: Oliver Halfin 


by Molly Kersey-Law 

moLLy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


F ollowing a successful 
inaugral year, the Ram¬ 
blin’ Man Fair will be re¬ 
turning to Maidstone in 
2016. 

The festival was held at Mote 
Park in July this year - featuring 
acts such as Gregg Allman, The 
Scorpions, Seasick Steve and Ian 
Anderson. 

Early bird tickets to next year’s 
event are now available, with 
weekend general admission tickets 
priced at £115 and weekend VIP 
tickets for £210. 

As well as this, anyone purchas¬ 
ing early bird tickets can claim a 
free t-shirt from the Ramblin’ Man 
website. 

The festival is now under the 
ownership of music event compa¬ 
ny Spirit of Rock. 

Spirit Of Rock released a state¬ 
ment which said: “Now under new 
management, year two of Ramb¬ 
lin’ Man Fair will be even bigger 
and better than year one. 

“Ramblin’ Man Fair will come 
with a new emphasis on great 
food, fine bourbons and the colour¬ 
ful world of rock culture.” 


Spirit Of Rock director Chris Ing¬ 
ham added: “Ramblin Man 2016 is 
my first venture with the Spirit of 
Rock, the company I formed in 
partnership with RFS entertain¬ 
ment after twenty years at Classic 
Rock and Metal Hammer maga¬ 
zines and latterly, with TeamRock. 

“I actually attended the 2015 
concert in Mote Park and I was 
hugely impressed not only by the 
diversity of the artists but also the 


great atmosphere and the sheer 
potential of the brand. 

“It’s time to create a music festi¬ 
val that appeals as much to the 
foodie as it does the rock music fan 
in us all. 

“Let’s have classic rock, south¬ 
ern rock, prog, blues and country 
music stages alongside great 
outdoor barbecue food, fine bour¬ 
bon whiskies and barrels of real 
ale in the heart of Maidstone’s 


beautiful Mote Park. 

“Knowing whom we have 
booked to play and alongside these 
new areas Ramblin’ Man 2016 will 
be a very special weekend indeed, 
don’t miss out.” 

Ramblin’ Man Fair will be tak¬ 
ing place from July 23 to 24 2016. 

For more details and to see up¬ 
coming festival announcements 
you can visit www.ramblinman- 
fair.com. 


Dartford carol concert 


DARTFORD’S annual carol concert will be 
taking place on December 16 at the Bandstand 
in Central Park. 

It will last from 6.30pm to 8pm. 

Tickets are free for Dartford residents and 
they are available to book now. For more 
details, visit www.dartford.gov.uk. 


Rose-Marie will perform 


IRISH singing star Rose-Marie 
will be bringing her new show 
to the Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford, on February 7, 2016, 
at 7.30pm. 

To book, visit www.or- 
chardtheatre .co ,uk. 



Opera Carmen in Bromley 

OPERA Carmen will be performed at the 
Churchill Theatre, Bromley, next year. 

The Ellen Kent production will be on stage on 
April 5 at 7.30pm. 

It features George Bizet’s musical score. 

To book tickets to the show, visit www. 
atgtickets.com/bromley. 



There’s life in your unwanted 
furniture and electricals 


We collect all sorts of items: 

• Sofas, suites, armchairs 

• Tables, chairs, beds 

• TVs, Hi-Fis, washing machines 

We'll collect from your home and find them 
a new life. Your donations will fund our 
pioneering research and help save lives. 

There are some items we can't take for safety or quality reasons. 


THE FRANCE SHOW 
COMES TO OLYMPIA 
IN JANUARY 2016 


For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Visit the French market, watch cookery 
demonstrations and live entertainment, sample fine French wines 
and plan your next holiday - it's a great French day out. You can 
even find your dream home at the French Property Exhibition. 


THE FRANCE 
SHOW 2016 


BOOK A FREE & FAST COLLECTION: 

FREEPHONE YOUR LOCAL STORE 

0808 250 0133 

bhf.org.uk/collection 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 

bhf.org.uk 


29 31 January | Olympia, London 


© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England and 
Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


Book your 
tickets for just 
£8 and save 50% 

at thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 

promo code KOS66 


www.thefranceshow.com 
f jg @thefranceshow 


‘Offer valid until 29 January 2016 
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Fotheringay gig in Ashford 

FOLK band Fotheringay will be 
perfoming at St Mary’s Church, 

Ashford, on December 11 at 
7.45pm. 

Tickets range from £22 to 
£25 and will be available to 
buy on the door. 



The Kooks take to stage 

INDIE rock band The Kooks will be perform¬ 
ing at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on 
December 14. 

The performance will be starting at 7pm and 
tickets are £26.15. 

For more information, or to book, visit www. 
atgtickets.com/folkestone. 


New show in Margate 

SHOW Hiraeth will be per¬ 
formed at the Theatre Royal 
Margate on February 23, 2016. 

The performance will be 
starting at 7.30pm. 

To book, visit www.theatre- 
roy almargate. com. 



A night of Dirty Dancing 

A Night Of Dirty Dancing will be performed at 
the Woodville, Gravesend, next year. 

The show will be on stage on June 15 at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets range from £19 to £21. 

For more information, or to book, visit www. 
woodville.co.uk. 


Long-running show 39 
Steps due in Dartford 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


LONG-RUNNING West End show, 
The 39 Steps, will be making its 
way to Dartford as part of its tour 
of the UK. 

The tour will be marking the 
Olivier award-winning play’s 10th 
anniversary. 

The show is based on John 
Buchan’s 1914 spy thriller and it 
was adapted for the stage by 
Patrick Barlow. 

It was also adapted for the 
screen by Alfred Hitchcock in 
1935, and a number of scenes 
from the film have been used in 
the stage version - such as the 
chase on the Flying Scotsman 
train, the escape of the Forth Road 
Bridge and the controversial 
‘stocking and suspenders’ scene. 

The 39 Steps will be performed 
on stage at the Orchard Theatre 
from February 1 to 6 next year. 

The production follows the story 
of charming hero Richard 
Hannay, with his stiff upper lip, 
pencil moustache and British 
gung-ho attitude. 

He becomes embroiled in a 
dangerous game of cat and mouse, 


which stretches from London to 
the Scottish Highlands. 

The comedy production features 
four actors - who will be playing 
more than 130 different charac¬ 
ters in 100 minutes. 

Richard Ede will be taking on 
the role of Richard Hannay and 
Olivia Greene will be playing the 
three women in his life - Pamela, 
Annabella and Margaret. 

Taking on the myriad of other 
roles throughout the production 
will be Andrew Hodges and Rob 
Witcomb. 


Mr Ede’s previous theatre credits 
include playing Benedick in Much 
Ado About Nothing, George Bailey 
in It’s A Wonderful Life and 
Petruchio in The Taming of the 
Shrew. 

Ms Greene has previously 
starred as Dorothy Brocke in 42nd 
Street and Eva in Kindertransport. 

For more information about the 
performance or to book tickets to 
the show you can visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk. 

Alternatively you can call the 
ticket office on 01322 220000. 



ADAPTATION : Scenes from the 
1935 film will be featured 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEYTAVERNG 

A •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 



KINGSWOOD CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

Buy a first grade Christmas Tree 
direct from the Grower, cut or 
rooted -probably the best value 
trees and largest choice in Kenty 
including non-drop varieties, 
wreaths frshly made on site 

Enjoy a drink by the fire 

£5 off a tree with this advert 
10% off with tree + stand + lights 
FREE kid’s tree with every tree 
NEW 

SEE OUR LIVE 
REINDEER 

DECORATIONS 
LIGHTS, POTS 
STANDS, MISTLETOE 
GIFT SHOP 
SHOP OPEN DAILY 
9AM-5PM 

Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, Maidstone, 
ME173NU 

T 01622 843780 F 01622 843410 M 07802 269019 
E letty.miller@btinternet.com 
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 



FOR MAP - SEE WEBSITE 


CC ACCEPTED 


IM 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of Christmas treasures 
01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 


SANCTUARY OF HEALING 
Mills Terrace, Chatham 

PRESENTS AN EVENING 
OF MEDIUMSHIP 



With the superb 

TONY STOCKWELL 

WEDNESDAY 16™ DECEMBER 

Doors open 6.45pm for 7.30pm start 
Tickets £15 on sale now 
Light refreshments afterwards 
Tickets can be obtained from 
Sanctuary or through the 
website on PayPal 

www.sanctuaryofhealing.co.uk 


To advertise in 
this section 

©01233 653465 
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lames Martin keenina it sweet with new book 


The TV presenter and chefs cook book features more than 70 recipes for people with a sweet tooth... 


T V presenter, restaurateur, 
bestselling chef and one¬ 
time Strictly semi-finalist, 
blue-eyed-boy James Mar¬ 
tin certainly doesn’t do 
things by halves - and the tradition 
continues with his latest cookery 
book, Sweet. 

Following on from 2007’s hugely 
popular Desserts, Sweet looks set to 
re-establish Mr Martin as the king of 
puddings, with over 70 recipes, from 
simple classic bakes and family fa¬ 
vourites, to lavish showstoppers and 
- wait for it - an all-important trouble¬ 
shooting section (Hallelujah!). 

“People always say, ‘I do this but 
this always goes wrong’, and the first 
thing I would say is buy quality ingre¬ 
dients. It can only be you or the ingre¬ 


dients that are the problem, so if it’s 
the ingredients, change it,” he said. 

The glossy shots in the book cer¬ 
tainly look appealing. 

“We used the same photographer 
this time around, a guy called Peter 
Cassidy who shoots everything pin- 
sharp, rather than all that modern, 
blurry b*****ks. If you’re going to do a 
step-by-step, the reader has got to see 
what it looks like,” states the chef. 

With a culinary career that spans 
two decades, perfectionist Mr Martin 
has a finger in many pies - but it was 
his stint on Strictly Come Dancing in 
2005 that landed him his biggest gig 
to date, as host of BBC One’s Saturday 
Kitchen. 

And despite 10 years of 4am starts 
and 6am rehearsals (“I have a big can 



SWEET: James Martin’s book 
follows on from Desserts 


of Red Bull and two eye drops before I 
go live”), his passion for the weekend 
show remains. 

“I love it and everything it repre¬ 
sents. You’re giving chefs that hardly 
ever cook on TV the opportunity to 
show their restaurant and skill-set 
off. Their reputation is on the line, so 
it’s a huge pressure for them. 

“Me? I’ve got the best seat in the 
world, as I get to be a commis chef in 
the best restaurants in the world 
without having to go to them.” 

While Mr Martin is happy to be 
ogled on screen, he’s equally content 
cooking undercover in his popular 
restaurant, James Martin Manches¬ 
ter, and has no qualms admitting he 
would happily revert back to the role 
should his fame game be up. 


“The public will make its own deci¬ 
sion, and that’s it. If they stop watch¬ 
ing me, I’m quite happy to go back 
home and carry on working, because 
I’ve had a whale of a time for the last 
20 years. I feel very privileged to do it, 
but when your time’s up, your time’s 
up,” he said. 

“Food has been at the start and it 
will be at the end - the bit in the mid¬ 
dle is all fluffy clouds, but it’s all that 
fluffy stuff that people enjoy.” 

He insists he’s not hugely ambi¬ 
tious, though. 

“My glass has been full for quite a 
number of years and I’m very happy. 

I don’t want to reach for a bigger 
one; I think you get to a certain age in 
life where you’re content and it’s a 
good place to be.” 


Trolls of Winter’s story 

FAMILY show Santa’s Little Trolls will 
be performed at the Folkestone 
Quarterhouse from December 19 to 24. 

The show is presented by theatre company 
Pickled Image, and it tells the story of the 
Trolls of Winter - who are tired of never 
getting any credit for organising Christmas. 

The performance will start at 11am. 

For more details, or to book tickets, call the 
box office on 01303 760750. 


Mark Watson on stage 

I COMEDIAN Mark Watson will be on 
stage at the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone. 

He will bring his new show, I’m Not Here, 
to the theatre on June 12, 2016. 

Mr Watson has appeared on TV shows 
including Mock The Week, Have I Got News 
For You and Live At The Apollo. 

Tickets to the show are £18.50. 

For more information, or to book, visit 
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 


The Nutcracker ballet 

CLASSIC ballet The Nutcracker will be 
performed at the Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury, from December 28 to January 3, 
2016. 

The show follows Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince as they make a magical journey and 
meet the Mouse King and Sugar Plum Fairy. 

Tickets are £8.50. 

Visit www.marlowetheatre.com to book 
tickets to one of the performances. 


Musical Bugsy Malone 

MUSICAL Bugsy Malone will be 
coming to Central Theatre, Chatham, 
from April 14 to 16 next year. 

Set in 1920s New York, it tells the story of 
two rival gangsters - Fat Sam and Dandy 
Dan. 

Performances will be taking place at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. Tickets range from £14 
to £16. For details, you can visit www.tickets. 
medway.gov.uk. 
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Frozen planet in 


Star Wars movies 



TRAVEL FACTS 


DAVID Wilcock was a guest of 
Wow Air. 

Flights from London Gatwick 
to Reykjavik operate up to 
twice daily. 

Prices start at £49 per 
person. 

This price includes taxes 
and hand luggage allowance. 

For more information about 
flights on offer you can visit 
Wow Air’s website at www. 
wowair.com. 


GLACIERS: Iceland has been shaped by ‘ferocious geological processes’ 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Iceland 

by David Wilcock 


B LEAK and inhospitable, 
Hoth, the frozen planet 
featured in The Empire 
Strikes Back, wouldn’t be 
an obvious holiday 

choice. 

But fans of cult film franchise Star 
Wars can travel to a place with ice, 
glaciers and mountains, which is a lot 
more picturesque. 

Iceland has starred in several big 
screen blockbusters, the latest being 
the seventh Star Wars film, The Force 
Awakens, and is the perfect option for 
anyone seeking a sci-fi winter break. 

I start my other-worldly weekend 
adventure in capital city Reykjavik, 
but it’s the rugged landscapes outside 
the city limits I’m eager to explore. 

Iceland is a place that’s been shaped 
by ferocious geological processes and 
the sharp teeth of Arctic weather for 
tens of thousands of years. Striking 
features include glaciers, volcanoes 
and hot springs. 

My first stop is Soheimajokull gla¬ 
cier, a 90-minute drive south and 
east from the city, along the island’s 
long-distance main ring road. 

It is not far from Svinafellsjokull 
glacier, which doubled for the Hima¬ 
layas in Batman Begins and the land 
North of the Wall in Game of Thrones. 

It is also a sight of a changing envi¬ 
ronment. Our guide from Reykjavik 
Excursions - www.re.is - tells us that 
20 years ago, you could step from the 
car park onto the ice. Now, it’s a long 
uphill walk to the edge of the glacier. 

If you’re picturing glistening, pris¬ 
tine, blue-tinted ice, you might be dis¬ 
appointed. The 2010 eruption of the 
Eyjafjallajokull volcano - which dis¬ 
rupted so much air travel - coated the 
glacier in fine volcanic ash, so now it 
looks a bit more like a coal mine. 

We strap on our crampons, hoist 


our ice axes and spend several glori¬ 
ous hours exploring the ice, keeping a 
safe distance from any dangerous 
crevasses. 

As well as glaciers, Iceland has 
some pretty epic waterfalls. Our route 
back from Solheimajokull takes us 
past Skogafoss and Seljalandsfoss. 

The latter has a walkway winding 
behind the thundering torrent - just 
be prepared to get a bit wet! 

No less damp are Iceland’s lava 


tunnels. These burrows are formed 
when lava flowing from volcanic 
eruptions cools and solidifies, and the 
hot magma runs away. 

I don a hardhat and head torch, 
and follow our dry-humoured guide, 
Kommi, from Iceland Expeditions - 
www.icelandexpeditions.is - into the 
darkness. At times, we have to crawl 
on all fours and occasionally even 
wriggle along on our stomachs. 

If this sounds like a bit too much ef¬ 


fort, there are ways to have a good 
time if you are a bit more C-3P0 than 
Chewbacca. 

Reykjavik is a small but superb city, 
featuring a long sweeping waterfront 
and a striking 1930s concrete cathe¬ 
dral, Hallgrimskirkja, where the 
views from the top of its tower are 
worth the hike. 

Other city attractions include a 
museum on whales, a chance to see 
the Northern Lights and, bizarrely, 


the Penis Museum. 

I stay at the 4-star Fosshotel Rey¬ 
kjavik, which opened this year and is 
the largest hotel in Iceland. 

I spend a good few hours in the 
property’s excellent beer bar called 
the Bjor Gardurinn. It has a varied 
and long drink list, with many Icelan¬ 
dic beers to try - although the cheap¬ 
est will set you back £5 and others 
can cost £12 each. 

Of course, a long weekend break in 
Iceland involves much more than just 
drinking. Pampering is also impor¬ 
tant in this Nordic country. This is 
where the famous Blue Lagoon (www. 
bluelagoon.com) comes in handy. 

Located on the road between Rey¬ 
kjavik and Keflavik Airport, its milky 
blue, geothermal, silica-rich waters 
(heated between 36-40C) provide in¬ 
stant relaxation. It even has a swim- 
up bar - although there’s a three-drink 
maximum rule, to avoid drunkenness. 

I go there after dark, in the hope of 
glimpsing the aurora. Lying back in 
the warm water, I look up to see bril¬ 
liant stars illuminating the clear sky. 

It’s unlikely I’ll ever have a chance 
to enjoy space travel, but with the al¬ 
ien landscapes of Iceland on my door¬ 
step, there’s really no need to jet off to 
a galaxy so far, far away. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




THE NIGHT BEFORE 

(15/101 mins) Comedy/Romance 

SANTA Claus narrates the sorry 
tale of Ethan Miller, Isaac Green¬ 
berg and Chris Roberts, who have 
spent Christmas Eve together since 
2001, when Ethan became an 
orphan. 

Fourteen years later, the men 


have grown apart and realise that 
they must bid farewell to festive 
tradition. 

Chris is a superstar American 
football player, who secretly injects 
steroids to compete with team¬ 
mates including star quarterback 
Tommy Owens. Isaac has an 
adoring wife, Betsy, who couldn’t 
be more proud of his transition 
from goofball to expectant father. 

As for Ethan, he has recently split 
from long-term girlfriend Diana 
because he refused to commit. 

He now realises that he wants 
Diana back, but she is footloose 
and fancy free, flanked by best 
friend Sarah. 

The lads go out in a blaze of glory 
by attending the most exclusive 
party in New York, armed with pot 
procured from avuncular local 
dealer Mr Green. 

Needless to say, the festivities 
don’t unfold as planned. 


VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN 

(12A/110 mins) Thriller/Action 

VICTOR Frankenstein is a student 
at the Royal College Of Medicine 
with lodgings in the West End. 

During a visit to a circus run by 
sadistic ringmaster Barnaby, Victor 
encounters a lowly clown with a 
burning passion for anatomy. 

A bond is forged and Victor 
rescues the clown from his cage 
and asks the performer to become 
his assistant under the guise of his 
morphine-addicted flatmate, Igor 
Straussman. Together, they blaze a 
trail in medical science by harness¬ 
ing the power of electricity to 
reanimate dead flesh. 

Success emboldens Franken¬ 
stein and the student dares to 
create a fully formed being with 
support from a wealthy patron 
called Finnegan. 

Meanwhile, Igor fans the flames 
of a fledgling romance with a circus 


acrobat Lorelei and God-fearing 
Inspector Roderick Turpin vows to 
bring down Victor. 

SUNSET SONG 

(15/133 mins) Drama 

ADAPTED from Lewis Grassic 
Gibbon’s 1932 novel, Sunset Song 
is a handsome period drama set in 
early 1920s rural Scotland. 


John Guthrie presides over his 
brood with an iron fist and an 
unwavering religious conviction. 

He refuses to tolerate any dissent 
from his wife Jean, son Will or 
spirited daughter Chris, who hopes 
to become a teacher. 

When Jean dies after giving birth 
to twins, Chris finds herself in the 
midst of a brutal war between her 
father and brother. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A S the festive season be¬ 
gins, there’s no better 
time to have a wander in 
your garden and see 
what greenery you 
might be able to use to make your 
own decorations. 

“If you have common plants like 
holly, cotoneaster, rosemary and ivy, 
they can all be put to good use in 
Christmas displays both inside and 
out,” says Emma Hardy, whose book 
The Winter Garden offers a plethora 
of ideas on creating beautiful displays 
from garden matter. 

“Little pine conifers will be fine to 
have indoors over Christmas. I 
bought some Picea glauca (white 
spruce) from Ikea, which are really 
good for Christmas displays. Look in¬ 
doors at garden centres and they will 
have those little conifers.” 

Add softer greenery like bun moss 
or even moss from your lawn to add 
to a trough for the table, including 
other items such as mind-your-own- 
business (Soleirolia soleirolii) and 
bead plant (Nertera granadensis). 

“You can pick moss off the lawn or 
if you have a lovely bit on the roof of 
your shed, use that. You may need to 
mist it a bit to keep it moist. 

“Ivy, especially if it has the berries 
on it, looks great and lasts for ages. 

“For a cheap display, consider 
bulbs. I bought some hyacinths the 
other day which were 69p each. Get a 
few of those, pot them up in an old 
vase with pine cones round them and 
it makes a special display.” 

Making holes in the bottom of any 


trough is essential for drainage, but 
ensure you put a drip tray under¬ 
neath or the Christmas table’s going 
to get wet. Add a thick layer of gravel 
to the bottom of the container, level¬ 
ling the surface, then half-fill the 
trough with potting compost before 
adding your plants. 

“If you want a bit of sparkle, put 
some of those battery-operated fairy 


lights around the tree and it’s just the 
sweetest thing,” she advises. “You 
could put pine cones around the base 
of it, or anything with berries, such as 
a sprig of holly or snowberries.” 

Use succulents from an existing 
rockery to make a fantastic wreath 
which should look good all year 
round and can be refreshed and re¬ 
used next year too. 


Use moss to line a metal wreath 
frame, pulling the moss into pieces 
and laying it in a ring shape slightly 
larger than the wire frame, root side 
up on the table. 

Lay the wire wreath frame on top of 
the moss and place handfuls of pot¬ 
ting compost on the frame, then wrap 
the moss around the frame and the 
compost, securing it with copper 


wire. This should provide enough nu¬ 
trients to keep the succulents happy. 

When Christmas is over, Hardy 
hangs her wreath in a sheltered spot 
on her garden fence near the house. 

“Succulents can survive quite dry 
conditions, so make sure the wreath 
doesn’t become waterlogged. In very 
dry weather, just moisten the moss 
and potting compost a little.” 



E* Fitted Bedrooms 
dicing Door Wardrobes 
jp I Dressing Rooms 
1 Home Office 
Free Standing Furniture 


Sale starts 12 December 

Our experience and expertise with fitted furniture means we can help 
you find the right system for you, be it a sleek contemporary Raumplus 
sliding door wardrobe or a home office that works for you. 


Visit our 25-34 Roper Road 
showroom on Canterbury, Kent 
the first floor of qj 2 7EL 
Lenleys 


01227 379100 
mail@hillsidekent.co.uk 

Hillside lnterfors@HillsideKent 

e man 


Week ending December 6,2015 39 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


































































0 > 

V 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Uncomfortable 
use of grammar 

ALAN Bainbridge’s case against 
grammar schools (Letters, 29.11) 
can only be described as losing 
arguments with himself. 

The language used ‘uncomfortable 
truths’, ‘research has shown’, 
‘historical evidence’, ‘working class’, 
‘middle and upper class’ is highly 
suspect as he uses it to support his 
arguments emotionally with no 
supporting evidence; his case is also 
weakened when introducing class 
and politics into an argument which 
should be based solely on the merits 
(or otherwise) of selection and social 
mobility. I suspect some mental 
scarring here. 

Social mobility was alive and well 
at my grammar school in the 50s; 
we had more than our fair share of 
doctors, lawyers, engineers and 
company directors. The school was 
situated mid-way between a council 
estate and a very nice area of 
privately-owned houses; the 
‘achievements’ mentioned above, of 
children coming from these areas, 
were (interestingly) spread equally 
between them. The only thing that 
mattered at the school was not 
‘where you came from, but, ‘what 
you were good at’. 

Mr Bainbridge has confused 
‘equal ability’ with ‘equal 
opportunity’. 

Recent research (apologies for the 
language) has shown that intellectual 
‘ability’ is evident at the even younger 
age of five, never mind 11. 

Opportunity should be afforded 
equally to other children so they 
can develop their less academic 
skills and become the next Jamie 
Oliver, David Beckham or Eric 
Clapton; this may be key to 
addressing the stigma sometimes 
attached to failing the 11-plus. 

I do accept that the old selection 
system wasn’t perfect but, we have 
thrown the baby out with the 
bathwater. 

The argument used that only a 
tiny percentage of grammar school 
children obtained two or more 
A-levels (compared with four to six 
A-stars now) is fatuous; surely even 
Mr B recognises that standards have 
dropped? 

Finally, why are we trying to send 
everybody to university? Do we need to 
study subjects like nursing, midwifery, 
TV and media studies at university? 
Surely these subjects should be 
addressed by apprentice-type training 
on the job, in hospitals and newspaper 
offices. If universities were still the 
preserve of the academics then we 
wouldn’t have tuition fees, or, graduates 
filling shelves in supermarkets 

Colin Jeffery, 
via email 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Selection does aid 
the working classes 


ALTHOUGH Alan Bainbridge 
chooses to doubt the veracity of my 
statement that the pupils attending 
my grammar school were of a 
working class background (Letters, 
KoS, last week), I can assure him 
that this was a fact. 

In addition, I am aware that 
this was not exceptional, as the 
catchment area for my primary 
school permitted a choice of four 
local grammar schools and those 
of my friends and relatives who 
elected to attend those other than 
mine, found that the social strata 
from which their fellow pupils 
came was exactly the same. 

I do not understand the 
justification for Mr Bainbridge’s 
assertion that testing favours the 
middle and upper class, as the 11 
plus tests academic ability and the 
potential to benefit from a 
grammar school education, 
neither of which is limited to any 
particular class. In my day, it was 
also possible for bright children 
who developed intellectually later 

Religion is about 
relationships 

THANK you for the front page and 
excellent article in Kent on Sunday 
last weekend (Is it time to suspend 
religious belief?). 

Yes, as a person trying to live my 
life according to the Bible I get it 
wrong lots of the time. It’s not about 
religion - it’s about relationships. 

Religion has always been used as 
an excuse for war. I was the biggest 
atheist until I got to 40 and asked a 
friend, ‘what is the meaning of life?’. 


than 11 to win a place at 
grammar school at 13, something 
that a number of my fellow pupils 
succeeded in doing. 

Finally Mr Bainbridge’s 
comments on university 
education ignores the fact that the 
latter has not only declined in 
quality during the past few 
decades, but its ubiquity forces 
those who, in the past could have 
obtained worthwhile careers 
straight from school, now feel it 
necessary to burden themselves 
with vast student debts in order to 
study for degrees, many of which 
do little to guarantee decent 
employment. I certainly do not 
oppose equality of opportunity 
and it is Mr Bainbridge who, by 
depriving bright working class 
children of the best possible 
education, opens the way for 
many less able, but wealthier, 
students from public schools, to 
gain an unfair advantage. 

Colin Bullen, 
Tonbridge 

I attended the local Anglican 
church and a few months later 
became a Holy Spirit-filled Christian 
- born again if you like, 

I now have a relationship with 
God. I now attend a lively Christian 
church that is struggling to find 
buildings to accommodate its growing 
congregations. Religion maybe in 
decline but relationship is not. 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, 
can I encourage your readers to go 
and explore the Christian faith. 

God bless you and your readers 
this Christmas. 

Paul Holdaway, 

Canterbury 


Schools should 
go back in time 

I’M surprised at all the discussions of 
whether grammars are good or not 
for our children - let’s face a few facts. 

Selection in life is a normal 
requirement whatever discipline a 
person goes into. We glorify 
sportspeople for being successful; 
many identified as young as seven 
for their ability. Then we have 
young musicians being selected for 
special attention at a young age so 
I ask what is the difference? 

I didn’t attend a grammar school 
but my wife did and her father was 
a coal lorry delivery man so he was 
working class. She said it was the 
best thing that happened to her. 

I failed the 11-plus but the school 
system in those days (the 50s) was 
such that I could take a 13 plus 
which I passed and went to a 
technical school. 

Technical schools generally made 
it that apprenticeships were first 
class and going to a technical college 
was considered a good second option 
if one wasn’t as academic as the 
grammar school intake. 

It was the government that 
through ideology scrapped the 
system and introduced compre¬ 
hensive education, which cannot 
possibly work having every pupil in 
the same boat whatever their 
ability, as is now proved because 
the country doesn’t have any 
experienced trades people. 

This would never have happened 
if technical schools had been kept. 

I agree totally with Colin Bullen 
on polytechnics as these were 
again a good option for the less 
academic and should never have 
been absorbed into the university 
system. 

Let’s aspire as a nation to be the 
best at what we do. 

David Preston, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Syria: Better we 
die fighting 

I AND the rest of English people 
should be thankful Jeremy Corbyn 
was not in power during the war; he 
would have tried to stop Churchill 
from bombing Germany because 
Hitler would attack Britain more. 

We are at war with all terrorists 
no matter where they are. In every 
war against evil, people get killed. 
Does Corbyn, and his stupid 
followers, want to live in fear of 
dying a gruesome death? 

It’s better to die fighting than to 
just wait to be murdered. 

John R O’Neon, 
Folkestone 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Hever Castle 

by Alexandra 
Belavokaya 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 

Please note, our relationship with 
MyFerryLink has now come to an 
end. We thank them for their long 
support. 



GREAT 

BRITISH LIFE 


I love you more than 
Christmas pudding card 
£2.50 


afiiY. 




Chrisbuas i s... 
gifts too pretty 
to u-i/uvrflp 


Shop British this Christmas at 

greatbritishlife.co.uk 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





C ITROEN’S former DS premium line is 
breaking away to form a standalone 
brand - DS plain and simple - and the 
main event arrives next year with the 
revamped DS3 supermini. 

So, launching the new look midsize DS4 (from 
£19,495) could easily have been a sideshow, 
especially after the slow-selling performance of 
the former Citroen DS4. 

And yet, the nascent French brand has pulled 
off a coup with not one, but two new DS4s, by 
adding a pump-up crossover variant called the 
Crossback (from £21,745). 

Even more intriguing is that the Crossback 
isn’t so much aimed at new customers, but 
retaining Citroen DS4 buyers. 

These people, DS marketeers reckon, liked the 
old car’s high-riding style and want even more of 
the same, so the Crossback has been jacked up 
20mm and given SUV-style wheelarches, 
bespoke black front and rear spoilers, and grey 
roof bars. 

Meanwhile, the ‘standard’ DS4 benefits from 
being lowered 10mm and a more low slung 
appearance, enhanced by the hidden rear door 
handles carried over from its Citroen predecessor. 

Both variants look classy inside and out, but 
need to, bearing in mind the DS brand’s upmar¬ 


ket aspirations, finally seeking to build on the 
legacy of the original Citroen ‘Dee Ess’ 
launched to such acclaim 60 years ago. 

And though the DS4 dashboard is carried 
over from the Citroen, the newcomer becomes 
the first vehicle in the Peugeot-Citroen group to 
offer Apple CarPlay compatibility. 

As ever, the Peugeot-Citroen engines - diesel 


and petrol - are impressive, but I needed to 
know most how it rode and drove. The old DS4 
chassis shocked Citroen fans with its tautness, 
and yet it wasn’t entertaining to drive either. 

Fortunately, the new DS4 is far better: 
‘Citroenistas’ still won’t like the ride comfort, 
but there is more driver feedback and I do like 
this DS style. 


es ns ODDOns 


wi 


FIRST DRIVE: It could have been a so-so revamp, but the new look DS4 
surprises with a new variant and a better drive... 
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Plug-in Outlander supercharges Mitsubishi 

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle is a technical tour de force that has powered up 

Japanese brand’s UK presence single handed, writes Steve Loader... gx 4 h phev 



S ALES of the plug-in hybrid 
version of the Outlander 
SUV have electrified 
Mitsubishi in the UK. 

For so long, the Japanese 
marque relied on the venerable 
Shogun off-roader and ‘Tonka Toy’ 
L200 pick-up, but its registrations 
have leapt more than 50 per cent 
each year since the mould-breaking 
Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle 
(PHEV) was launched two years ago. 

It’s not hard to work out why: 

SUVs are fashionably hot anyway, 
and the PHEV is aggressively priced 
from £34,304, despite the expensive 
petro-electric powertrain. 

The ability to top up its battery 
pack from the mains at your office or 
home, means it qualifies for a £5,000 
Government electric vehicle subsidy 
so, effectively, costs about the same 
as an equivalent diesel Outlander. 

It also has headline-grabbing 
figures like an official combined 
156.9mpg and C02 emissions of 
48.7g/km, the latter being less than 
half the level required to qualify for 
zero road tax, and delivering a 
company car tax rate of just five per 
cent - conventional rivals could be 
hit by 25 per cent or more. 

And if you are sceptical about 
official fuel consumption figures - 


and you really should be after recent 
industry revelations - note that short 
trips or commuting of around 25 
miles between charges will be done 
mostly on stored electricity. 

The PHEV has 200bhp on tap from 
combining its petrol engine and two 
electric motors, each system driving 


a separate axle, enabling the PHEV 
to offer 4x4 if necessary. 

And there’s no congestion charge 
for London commuters either. You 
can now see why Mitsubishi is on a 
bit of a roll. 

So what’s the catch? Well, the 
Outlander is a bit of a barge to look at 


and drive, despite some styling 
tweaks earlier this year, introducing 
LED headlights and daytime running 
lights, plus new bumpers that make 
this relatively large car seem to sit 
lower on the road. 

The chassis is set up for comfort 
rather than entertainment, but this 


Price: 

from £38,954 

Driving appeal: 

★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Volvo XC60 


will suit buyers attracted by its 
impressive people and load-carrying 
capacity, generous spec, hard-wear¬ 
ing quality trimming, and that 4x4 
ability, all of which make it Her¬ 
culean when considering its modest 
running costs and tax benefits. 

And it’s a doddle to drive; a real 
no-nonsense A to B motor, with 
seamless automatic gear-shifting. If 
you crave more driving entertain¬ 
ment, call up the screen telling you 
which powertrain bits are doing 
what at any one time. 

The electric motors, for instance, 
can reverse role and become 
generators powered by the petrol 
engine, to pump power back into the 
batteries. The cabin won’t win any 
design awards, but is well-organised 
and comfortable, particularly over 
long distances, when the Outlander 
becomes a refined cruiser even if its 
economy is challenged. 



Save £750 f during the Black Friday Sales Event I PI dflfl I 00/ ADD 

only until 19 December 2015. t 10 / t l,jUU U /O AriY 

jeep.co.uk/blackfriday Per Month* I Jeep Deposit Contribution* I Representative*. 


Thames Motor Group Tunbridge Wells, 

Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3EY. 
Tel: 01892 549766 www.thamesmotorgroup.co.uk 


Model shown Jeep Renegade 1.4 MultiAir II 140hp Longitude 4x2 Manual at £20,395 OTR. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE 
RANGE MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 47.9 (5.9) - 70.6 (4.0), URBAN 32.5 (8.7) - 55.4 (5.1), COMBINED 40.9 (6.9) - 64.2 (4.4), Cft EMISSIONS: 160 -115 G/KM. 

Fuel consumption and C02 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Promotion available on new 
Renegade models registered between 23rd November and 19th December 2D15. tSaving applied to reduce monthly payments to £169. ‘Customer deposit is £3,986. Jeep deposit is £1,500. Total deposit £5,486. 
Optional final payment £10,272. Contract term is 24 months. Jeep Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP or Jeep Hire Purchase. With Jeep Horizon you have the option to return the 
vehicle and not paytbefinal payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition, 
Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only and on selected stock vehicles. Jeep Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. Jeep® 
is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC, 



IT’S CLOSE 
THAN EVER. / 

NOW AT THAMES MOTOR GROUP. 

BACK IN 1949 CARLO ABARTH WANTED TO BUILD RACE-BRED 
ROAD CARS, WITH PERFORMANCE STEMMING FROM WEIGHT, 

TUNING AND CHASSIS SET-UP. TODAY, WE ARE STILL PRODUCING 
AGILE, PRECISE HANDLING CARS WITH MEAN LITTLE ENGINES. 

AND NOW WE’RE ON YOUR DOORSTEP. BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY. 

THAMES MOTOR GROUP TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

North Farm Industrial Estate, Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3EY. 
Tel: 01892 549766 

thamesmotorgroup.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption figures for Abarth range mpg (1/100km): Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 48.7 (5.8), Urban 
34.4 (8.2) - 37.2 (7.6), Extra urban 55.4 (5.1) - 60.1 (4.7), C0 2 Emissions: 145-134 g/km. Fuel consumption 
and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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£2000 

MINIMUM 

PART EXCHANGE 

ALLOWANCE 

ON SELECTED NEW HG CARS 


Pull it, push it, 
tow it. 



Bring in your old car and we’ll give you £2000 
for it against selected quality new cars 


A 


MAIDSTONE MG 


/-/) FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 235 258 

www.maidstonemg.co.uk 


2 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 


THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



^Minimum part-exchange allowance excludes the MG MG6 range. No minimum length of ownership required, MOT certificate not required. Proof of ownership is required. 


OVER 250 USED CARS TO CHOOSE FROM 



12 62 Nissan 
Qashqai 1.6 
N-Tec+5dr 

16,338 miles 

£ 11,416 



1464VauxhaU 
Corsa 1.2i 16v 
SE5dr 

12,700 miles 

£ 7,189 



1212 Kia 

Picanto 
1.25 2 5dr 

46,556 miles 

£ 5,671 



1212 MINI 
Hatch Cooper 
1.6 Cooper L 

45,861 miles 

£ 8,327 



1464Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6i 
^ WT16v 

11,529 miles 


8,898 



_ 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 

i iSoi ON SELECTED USED CARS 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 235 258 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 


i 


1515 Vauxhall 
Mokka 1.6 
Exclusiv 5dr 

6,840 miles 


£ 13,594 



EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER I 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender. Finance subject to status. Available to 18s and over. 
Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 
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108 FOR YOUR HEART 
3 YEARS INSURANCE 
FORYOUR HEAD 

NOW AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18 


PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE WITH JUST ADD FUEL® - NOW AVAILABLE FROM AGE 18 

Just Add Fuel® covers all key driving expenses for three years, including insurance, with one 
fixed monthly payment. And it's now available on the Peugeot 108 Active, which offers you a 7" 
colour touchscreen, Bluetooth®, DAB digital radio and manual air conditioning. 

Want to know more? Just get in touch. 

MOTION & EMOTION 


WeVe 

\ BBS 

^Children in Need 



ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 01622 753 333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 95 (g/km). mpg figures are 
achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitpeugeot.co.uk Peugeot Citroen Retail Group is acting as a credit broker and is 
not a lender. Representative 4.9% APR over 37 months. To finance your purchase we will only introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, the exclusive provider of Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a 
Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFLcost. The customer must apply for years 2 &3 RFL. Just 
Add Fuel® is subject to status.*Minimum age 18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the Telematics Box & consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. All drivers must hold a full UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including limits on driving convictions & 
claims. Insurance subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor driving. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to age, postcode and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® Passport but are provided on a 
monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and 
registered between 01/12/15 and 31/12/15 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate, All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 



All-New 

Renault KADJAR 


fr 


Start living 


With touchscreen navigation 

5.9% APR From £269 I £269 
representative per month deposit 






§ • 


EURO yj NCAP 

★ ★★★★ 


5-star Euro NCAP rating 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Renault KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 are: urban 41.5 (6.8); extra-urban 57.7 (4.9); combined 50.4 (5.6). The official C0 2 
emissions are 126g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 
Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK resident (excludes Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. We may introduce 
you to other finance providers. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicle when 
ordered by 31 December 2015 and registered by 31 March 2016. KADJAR shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at an additional £625. 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 


48 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 
OF 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

CASH 

PRICE 

DEALER 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

FINANCE 
FACILITY FEE 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

OPTION TO 
PURCHASE 
FEE 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

DURATION 

FIXED 
INTEREST 
RATE P.A. 

£269 

£269 

£19,695 

£510 

£18,916 

£99 

£9,085 

£149 

£23,024 

48 months 

5.46% 


5.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 0844 822 7094 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test-drive 
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i Kent on Sunday 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse (Outpatients/Pre-Assessment) - Margate 

Part time Hours: 22.5 per week Closing date: 11/12/2015 
Salary: £25,677.00 per annum pro rata 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level or Dual Trained Registered Nurse 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of surgical/medical 
procedures 

Interviews for this role will be held between 4-8 January 2016 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager on 07925 978812 

For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Senior Staff Nurse - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 hours per week Closing date: 11/12/2015 
Salary: £26-28,000 per annum dependant on experience 
Qualifications 

• Registered Nurse 1st Level 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience, preferably in a surgical environment with a broad knowledge and 
understanding of multi specialist surgical procedures 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, 
please contact: Liz Justice, Ward Manager, 07964 416965 

For a job description and application form please visit www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222684 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 



JOBS UPDATED EVERY HOUR 





\ 

Friends of the William Harvey Hospital Charity 


TWO TRUSTEES 

The Friends of the William Harvey Hospital 
is an independent registered charity dedicated 
to raising monies to improve the patient 
experience at the William Harvey Hospital. 
Annual turnover is in the region of £750,000. 
Applications are sought to fill two vacancies 
on the Board of Trustees. A record of success 
in Fundraising and/or Healthcare Delivery 
would be an advantage. 

Applications should be in writing, include 
a CV and the names of two referees, and 
be forwarded to Jill Barringer (from 
whom further information is available), by 
Friday 24th December at Friends of WHH, 
Kennington Road, Ashford, TN24 OLZ 


SET UP A JOB 
ALERT TODAY 





LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

D. J. MORTIMORE LTD of 6 Falcon Mews, 
Vale Road, Northfleet, Gravesend DA11 
8BW is applying for a licence to use Yard 
2, Northfleet Industrial Estate, Lower Road, 
Northfleet DA11 9SW as an operating 
centre for 4 goods vehicles and 2 trailers 
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 
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Sport 



Evans hails spirit 
of Paralympians 

After winning gold at Sochi, the 24-year-old is taking a break 


Skiing 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


CHATHAM’S Charlotte Evans says 
the support of locals in Kent has in¬ 
spired her to success. 

The skier, 24, won gold at the Win¬ 
ter Olympics in Sochi in 2014 as 
guide for her partially sighted part¬ 
ner, Kelly Gallagher, but is now tak¬ 
ing a break from competition. 

Speaking at an event at Chatham 
Ski and Snowboard Centre, Evans 
told KoS: “I had a really big concus¬ 


sion back in January so had to recover 
from that and then I felt I needed a 
new challenge, I had to move away 
and I’ve been trying different things. 

“I’m a Medway girl through and 
through and I’m really fortunate to 
have the people of Kent supporting 
me. 

“The first thing I learned about 
Paralympic support was that these 
guys have no limits and no bounda¬ 
ries and they’ve proved that anyone 
has a chance of success. 
They’re fantastic.” 

Sports minister and MP for 
Chatham and Aylesford, Tracey 
Crouch, also had praise for the atti¬ 
tude of local Paralympic athletes. 


She said: “Nobody should be pre¬ 
vented from participating in sport, 
regardless of the challenges. 

“There is something out there for 
everyone, whether you are disabled 
or physically able, we need to make 
sure people are getting involved. 

“In terms of winter sport, we have 
some fantastic facilities here and it’s 
really important to see people like 
Charlotte and Lizzy Yarnold doing 
well, because these are people that 
have grown up on our streets and in 
our communities and now they are 
enjoying national and international 
success. 

“I think they are going to inspire a 
future generation.” 


Welling host Carlisle in FA Cup second round 


WELLING United are preparing for 
the biggest game of their season so 
far as they take on Carlisle United in 
the second round of the FA Cup. 

The visit of the League Two side is 
expected to create a real buzz around 
the area, as the Wings look to secure 
a place in the hat for the third round 
of the competition, where they will 
be joined by sides from the Premier 
League. 

Welling’s cup journey began with 
a fourth qualifying round win over 
Grays Athletic, although a replay 
was needed to see off the Essex side, 
before Ricky Wellard and Michael 
Bakare then struck in a 2-0 win over 
Barwell in the first round proper. 

The competition has provided a lit¬ 
tle respite from a gruelling league 
campaign so far, which has seen 
Loui Fazakerley’s side languish near 



WINGS : Welling United play for a 
place in the third round on Sunday 


the bottom of the table, currently sit¬ 
ting in 19th position, now six games 
without a league win. 


Welling supporter Ben Hopkinson 
said: “The amount of money this will 
generate is really important, and 
will see us through until the end of 
the season, but the chance to try and 
cause an upset and draw a Manches¬ 
ter United or a Chelsea in the next 
round is unbelievable for our little 
club.” 

Fellow fan Mark Shuttleworth 
added: “We’ve had a tough time in 
the league but we seem like a team 
that raises our game against the bet¬ 
ter opposition so hopefully we’ll do 
that on Sunday.” 

A bumper crowd is expected at 
Park View Road as Welling are the 
only Kent club remaining in the 
competition, after the likes of Gill¬ 
ingham, Margate and Maidstone 
United were all eliminated in the last 
round. 




j_ Cl V_ i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI OltOxTS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


SPITFIRE : The Canterbury ground will host Lions fixtures next summer 

Spitfire Ground to 
host England Lions 


THE Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence in 
Canterbury is set to host England 
Lions and England Under 19s 
fixtures next summer. 

England’s A side will take on 
Pakistan A and Sri Lanka A in 
50-over matches on July 24-25 
before England Under 19s play Sri 
Lanka U19 in a 50-over ODI on 
August 16. 

Opener Daniel Bell-Drummond, 
keeper Sam Billings and spinner 
Adam Riley have played recently for 
England Lions with 11 current Kent 
players having played for England 


Under 19s. 

Bell-Drummond, 22, hit a century 
against Australia this summer and 
earned a call-up for a T20 series in 
Dubai. 

The Lewisham-born batsman 
said: “It’s great to see international 
cricket coming to Canterbury. 

“We welcomed both Australia 
men and women in 2015 and it’s nice 
for our supporters to have a glimpse 
of the next generation of England 
players at The Spitfire Ground, St 
Lawrence, and hopefully a few Kent 
lads will be involved.” 


Stones striker signs new contract 


MAIDSTONE United striker Alex 
Akrofi has signed a new 18-month 
contract, keeping the 20-year-old at 
the Gallagher Stadium until the 
summer of 2017. 

Akrofi, who signed from 
Brentwood Town last October, has 
made more than 35 appearances for 
Maidstone and returned to his 
former side on loan at the end of last 


season, scoring a hat-trick in the 
Ryman North play-off final. 

Stones boss Jay Saunders said: “I 
wanted to get something sorted with 
Alex and I am delighted he’s 
committed his immediate future to 
the club. 

“He’s a big part of our plans and at 
only 20 years of age, he’s someone 
who’ll get better and better.” 


LOANS: Matt 
Johnson and 
Sean Shields 
have joined 


Margate snap up Fleet 
pair on 5-week loans 


MARGATE have announced the loan 
signings of Ebbsfleet United pair 
Matt Johnson and Sean Shields. 

Johnson, 25, is a box-to-box 
midfielder who joined Fleet from 
Bishop’s Stortford last season, and 
went on to make 37 appearances for 
the current National League South 
leaders. 

Shields, 23, spent eight years at 
the Tottenham academy before 
bursting onto the non-league scene 
with St Albans where he netted 21 
goals in 100 appearances. 


The winger moved to Dagenham 
& Redbridge in 2013, but struggled 
to break into the team and returned 
to St Albans for a short stint before 
joining Ebbsfleet United in January 
2015. 

Both players will be available for 
selection in Saturday’s league clash 
away at St Albans and will stay with 
the Blues until January 6, meaning 
they could play up to five times for 
the Gate, including a double-header 
with rivals Maidstone United over 
the Christmas period. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport X Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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£2000 

MINIMUM 

PART EXCHANGE 

ALLOWANCE 

ON SELECTED NEW HG CARS 


Pull it, push it, 
tow it. 



Bring in your old car and we’ll give you £2000 
for it against selected quality new cars 


A 


MAIDSTONE MG 


/-/) FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 235 258 

www.maidstonemg.co.uk 


2 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 


THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



^Minimum part-exchange allowance excludes the MG MG6 range. No minimum length of ownership required, MOT certificate not required. Proof of ownership is required. 


OVER 250 USED CARS TO CHOOSE FROM 



12 62 Nissan 
Qashqai 1.6 
N-Tec+5dr 

16,338 miles 

£ 11,416 



1464VauxhaU 
Corsa 1.2i 16v 
SE5dr 

12,700 miles 

£ 7,189 



1212 Kia 

Picanto 
1.25 2 5dr 

46,556 miles 

£ 5,671 



1212 MINI 
Hatch Cooper 
1.6 Cooper L 

45,861 miles 

£ 8,327 



1464Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6i 
^ WT16v 

11,529 miles 


8,898 



_ 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 

i iSoi ON SELECTED USED CARS 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 235 258 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 


i 


1515 Vauxhall 
Mokka 1.6 
Exclusiv 5dr 

6,840 miles 


£ 13,594 



EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER I 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender. Finance subject to status. Available to 18s and over. 
Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 
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